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« The noble lord calls upon the constitutional guardians of the people to commit into the 
«hands of others a trust so unspeakably important, and to become mere spectators of an 
“ inquiry, Which is to decide on the fate of their country. The noble lord says, that the 
« powers of the Commissioners of Accounts will, in no wise, lessen the powers of Parlia- 
“ment; for that the former are merely. to inquire, exarnine, and report, and that it is 
« reserved for Parliament to judge, to determine, and to act; that the final deliberation is 
« reserved to them, and that they have the power to reject such measures proposed by the 
«Commissioners, as they may deem inconsistent with the public welfare. Hew humilia- 
“ting, how miserable a picture of parliamentary power is this! So, then, all the 
‘power of parliament, with respect to the alleviation of national burdens, the redress 
“of grievances, the reform of expense, the economy, the system, ti.e elucidation of 
* office, is sunk into a disgraceful negative! . One positive power indeed, an odious power, 
‘remains, the power of taxing the people whenever the noble lord thinks proper. ‘The 
“ power of making them pay for the noble lord’s lavish corruption. If any plan be formed 
‘and suggested, by which thousands may be saved, by wlrich the expenditure may be sim- 
plified, the influence of the Crown diminished, and the responsibility of ministers ‘be 
' more clearly established; by which the engine of government may be relieved from that 
“Joad of machinery, which renders its movements so slow, so intricate, and so confused ; 
‘then the House of Commons possesses only the power of putting a negative upon every 
“such proposition! _ The power of oppressing ‘and burdening the people is, therefore, the 
“only power that remains positive and active, while the power of doing good, and of 
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“ relieving the distresses of the subject, is merely negative.” 





Mx. Pirr's Speech upon 


the Bill for appointing Commissioners of Accoynts, May 3¥st. 1781. 








705] 
. SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 
Commissioners or Accounts.———Lord 
Henry Petty, the Chancellor of the Exehie- 
quer, has, in the House of Commons, given | 
notice of his intention to bring forward a bill 
for the appdinting and establishing of a Com- 
mission of decounts, to consist, it is said, of 
fitteen members, five of whom are to receive 
1,5001. a year-each, the other ten:10001. a 
year each, with a president, or chairman, 
who js to receive 2 or 3 thousand pounds a 
year! Upon hearing of this. proposition, it 
Was impossible for me not.to turn back to_ 
the epoch when Commissioners of Actounts | 
Were first appointed, when. this at once ab- 
surd and mischievous innovation was first in- 
troduced, ‘ when’ it wes first thought of to 
create, ‘by the consent of the House of Com- 
mons, a body virtually to supersede the most | 
important functions of the House of Gom- 
mous itself, and, by the samé act to:.add, in. 
@most alarming degree, to the influence of. 
the Crown, that is to say, of every succeed- 
ing gninistry, be they who they niay.——In | 
selecting my motto, trom :a of the yet | 
uncorrupted Mr. Pitt, I] do notmmeam to ap- 
ply to Lord Henry Petty the personal reflee- | 
lions therein tontained ; but, the doctrine of 
this admirable speech has my hearty assént, || 

and, @st»the measure, the: ions ot 
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were. then; for, though, it is said, that th 

members of the now-proposed Commission 
are-to ‘be taken from amongst the member 

of thé House of Commons, it will require 
mutch to convince me, that, in that altera- 
tion, there is any unprovément. The Co:r- 
missioners will, indeed, be still members. of 
the House; but, in their official capacity, 
they will be as completely cut offfrom it as 
the Commissioners of the Navy, or any 
other officers now are; while, on the other 
hand, who does not pereeive, who, unless 
he bé stone blind, docs not pergeive, the in- 


finence which the ministry. of the day must 


acquire in consequence of having the crea- 
‘tion of sixteen snch officers as those who will 
composé, 'the ;aboye Commission? ‘ No ;" 
says some place-huntey. or pensioner actual 


of ‘revérsionary; ** No; for the House of 


“* Gommons; and nat theministy, will have 
- the appeiatment of tiese Commiysioners ; 
¢f who, in order to.render them completely 
“< independent, are 1 be appointed. tor life,’ 
But; my! honest friend, do, you really think, 
then, that the ministry will rot have the ap- 
pointment of; these men?) Dues jt really re- 
quire asight of thelist of natpes to convince 
you; that those who shall be nominated by 
the ministry, and no others, will fill th’s 
Commission ? If it does, why. then, you are 
wo great a fool even to make your mark: at 
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the bottam of a receipt-.for your annual sine- 
cure, when you get it. And, as to the ap- 
pointment for /ife rendering a man iadepen- 
dent, have you ever seen an instance of it ? 
Jn this case, is there not, on the contrary, a 
chain of dependence as complete as in the 


Army, or the Barrack-Office, or any other 


department, where there are degrees of pro- 
motion ? To say nothing, therefore, of the 
peration of gratitude towards the ministry 
ot the day, who, in fact, will appoint. in the 
first iastance, and who will fill up the vacan- 
clés as they occur, will there not be a suth- 
ciency of dependence secured by the power 
of promotion created by the constitution ot 
the Commissicn -itself, But, what is the 
use of such a Commission? To what end are 
we to be burdeved with a new expence of 
50,0001. a year; for. to so much, at the very 
least, will the expence of this establishment 
ainount at the outset, to say nothing of the 
pensions and the other allowances that will 
grow out of it? To what end is this new 
burden to be. laid upon us?“ What end! 
« Why, to examine into the accounts of 
“ those persons, through whose hands the 
** public money passes; to Correct errors, to 
« detect frauds; and, by these means, to 
** produce great savings to the nation.” 
And, my good and right trasty and well-be- 
loved gentieman, what need have we of an 
expensive Board of “Commissioners tor these 
purposes, while we have 659 members of 
the House of Commons, whose duty, whose 
‘bounden duty, whose pecu'iar-duty, whose 
“first; whose , and almost whose. sole 
duty, it is, to watch, in all. possible ways, 
cover the expenditure of the money raised 
upon their constituents? ‘It is,” said the yet 
uncorrupted Mr. Pitt, im the speech quoted 





in my-motto, ** It is the peculiar duty of this | 


« House to watch, to éxamine, and correct 
« theexpenditure of the public money. | 
‘*« -onpeive tbe proposed ution to be an 


“« ‘abeolute surtender of the mos valuable | 
« right, with which the House are. invested 


« by their constituents, and for the exercise 
‘** of which, i particular, they were appoint- 
«ed. What is it that gives the House of 
4 Qommrons their im m the legisla- 
“ ‘ture, they and their authority ? 
' #¢ What but the power of the purse? Every 
** branch’ of -the legislature bas something 
- “© peculiar to distinguish ise 
~*¢ jtyand.that whieh at once gives the cha- 


- 


** raoter and elevation of the Commons. 
*« House of Parliament, is, that they hold 


~** the strings of the national 


purse, and are 
* entrusted with the 


™* power, first of granting the money, and 
-** then of correcting the expenditure. To 


and to charecterise 


great and important 


: 708 
. delegate this right, then, I consider as , 

violation of what, above all other’ priyi- 
** Jeges, they cannot surrender, or delegate 
“* without a daring breach of: the constity. 
** tion.” Who is: there, out of -the regions 
of Whitehall, who does not agree in these 
sentiments ? As something that would 
render the proposition less derogatory to the 
House of Commons, Colonel Barré had mo. 
ved that the Coimmaissioners should be mem/er< 
of the House ; but, in this case, Mr. Pitt pro. 
tested against all baf/ot /ists set round by the 
ministry, and he therein, by anticipation, 
exposed the futility of the pretext, that such 
Commissioners ** would be appointed by the 
‘* House af Commons, and not ty the minis. 
‘© try;” which was, mdeed, a pretext too 
baretaced to-unerit One mowient’s attention; 
tor, who did not clearly perceive, that, in 
such case, Lord North would have filled up 
the Commission with the names of men, 
whom he was desjrous either to reward, to 
bring over, or to silence; and that, from 
whatever quarter of the House the members 
might be taken, there would be suffered to 
come into the whole of the Commission on- 
ly just so much. of public-spirit and integrity 
as the ministry of that day would be able ta 
neutralize and te render worse than pon- 
effectual to any good purpose, because it 
would furnish the mearis of giving sanction 
to measures intended to further the purposes 
of corruption ——-If the presemt intended 
measure should be adopted (which, God for- 
bid!) ‘how will the’ House of Commons, 
* the Commons” House of» Parliament,” 
stand in the eyes of that people, who have 
chosen them as their representatives, unless, 
indeed; this'‘notion of representation be, at 
once, given’ ups as something chimertcal / 
There are great errors and abuses in the ¢x- 
penditure ef the public money.) ‘The exist- 
ence of this evil'is acknowledged; and the 
magnitude of it is, indeed; the only ground 
upon which the ministrycan possibly come 
forward with’a proposition; ‘such as that of 
which we-are now spéaking, ** Well, ’ say 
the people to theirr ives, Swe hart 
“« chosen 658 of you forthe express purpos 
© of detectin ra d correcting these errom 
/ and abuses." Whatis the-answer whic 
the people ivill receive in the adoptivr of ihe 
proposed fre? Wihy thisy*that, thous? 
658 members, without being paid for 





|. this measure upon the minds of the people! 
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cted it would have been the object of the 
present ministers to produce ?——Taking, 
too, aretrospect of the proceedings of for- 
mer Commissioners of this sort, what ground 
is there, whereon for the most sanguine and 
the most credulons. to believe, that another 
Commission would succeed in detecting and 
correcting the ,errors and abuses now. so 
loudly and, so\justly. complained «f? These 
Commissioners, of one sort and another, and 
upon the back of one another, have, at an 
enormous expense to the public, existed now 
for six and twenty years; and, it is at the 
end of this long and squandering period; it 
is after the declaration of one of the Lords of 
the Admiralty, in. open parliament made, 
that, if there were no abuses, one third part 
of the expenses of the Navy. might be saved 
to the public; it is after we have seen that 
Melville and De Laney and Trotter and 
Green wood were going on quietly under the 
existence of such Commissions ; it is after all 
this, that, it is proposed to .create another 
Commission, of Accounts, at an expense to 
the public of 50,000]. a year! I shall be re- 
minded, perhaps, that, had. it not been. for 
Boards of Commissioners, the, money trans- 
actions of the persans here mentioned would 
never have been, brought to light. ‘To 
which I answer, that the fault would; in that 
case, have rested solely with the memabers of 
the House of Commons, whose bounden du- 
ty it is, individually) as swell‘as collectively, 
to make a-strict examination into the expen- 
diture of the public money; and, I imagine, 
that no apan will be bold enough to tell me, 
that the formance of any official duty, out 
of the House, or that any other cause what- 
ever, sickness excepted, can be, with reason 
and Femi pleaded as an excuse for tlie pon- 
performange of this tleir first duty towards 
their constituents; .whereunto I will just add 
the remark,, that we have never yet heard of 
Commissioners appointed for the purpose ot 
imposing tanes upon the people, every inem- 
ber being gonsidered capable, and at /eisure, 
to perforni that pert’ of his duty, without fee 
or reward !---- Besides, without supposing 
that the appointment of the Naval and the. 
Military Qoramissions of Inquiry, aati 
‘Ny OF were quickened by, any thing Jike par-_ 
YY views, oF circumstances: purely, adventi- | 
tous, T’cantend, that, in the exemplary,con- 








duct .of* Roassox, with regard to the 
hon-payment of bills at the offices under the - 
Treasurer of thedNavy, we have quite.a suf- 


ficient. preof, that members of the House of. 
Commons, in that capacity, in the only ca- 
prouy they ought. to be looked to in the | 
icuse, aud standing in their places in that 
House, are capable of doing every thing in 





the way of moyey-inquiry, more gpeedily, 
more effectually; and more to” the sa- 
tisfaction of the \nation, than the same 
can be done by ay Board of Commiis- 
siovers whatever. Mr. Rosson, bécame, 
no matter how, scantiaibed with the abused 
the truly scaudafous and fraudulent abuse 
here referred to. He cme into his place in 
the House, aud there, like.an honest repre- 
sentative of the people, cemplained: of it. 
The minister (Mr. Addington}, flatly dented 
the fact. Mx, Rogpson was charged with 
having uttered falsehoods injurious to the 
state, He was called upon to retract his 
words (which the minister took down); or, 
in case of refusal to retract, was threatened 
with the censure of the House. He reftised 
to retract; he produced his proof as. far as 
his first allegation went; and his opponents 
became less confident. He came again with 
additional proot, poured in upon him by the 
defrauded holders of bills. ‘* I move,” said 
he, “* for the Bill-book of the Sick and 
“« Hurt Board; give me that, and I will 
** prove to the House the existerce of abuses 
‘** enormous, and will point out the persons 
‘‘ who have been guilty of these abuses,” 
The minister was astounded ; declared that 
the abuse had not had his countenance ; pro- 
mised that the like should not happen again; 
but, he and his majority rejected the motion 
for producing the Bill-book, though he and 
that same inajority had challenged Mar. 
Rogson, had dared him, over and over 
again, to the proof! Am told, that the 
iinister of the day will always act thus ; 
that he. will always, by means of his ma- 
jority, thus quash inquiry, when moved for 
by an individual i ent member of the 
House ; and that, therefore, a Board of Com- 
missioners ispecessary ? If] am, I. ask for 
no better argument against such a Bourd, it 
being a part of the proposition, that the 
members of such Board -shall be appointed 
by the voice of that very majority ‘(——But, 
if such be mow the means of detection in the 
hands .of. every member. of the House of 
Commoéns ; if three public-spirited aid/pe- 
seyering members would, even naw, beable 
to-pring to light every material abyse in thy 
expenditure gf the public money, how ea5y 
would the-task be; if the mode of keeping 
and of stating the accoynts, were at oice full 
and, simple ? Aud the reason why it is net 
such is of, itself’ a_ subject for parliamentary, 
inguity. A correspondent .ot. mine, in W 
ieries of excellent letters (seé ‘Vol. VII. In! 
dex, p.. 1006, and Vol. VILL. bela p. 


° 


1033), has pointed out such a mute. Prof 


would, if auch a modé were adoptec’, vem 
éasy than. for any meinber of parliament w 
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711} 
detect whatever frauds mighf be committed : 
it is worthy of serious /attention. But, 
éven as the accounts are ngw kept and stated, 
stich detection is by no Aneans difficult ; it 
requires no extraordingry talents; and, if 
it does demand a considerable degree of at- 
tention and wor is not such attention 






and such labour thé duty of every member 
of the Commons Housé of Parliament ?-— 
Then, observe, that inquiries thus originat- 


jug and condueted in this public and consti- | 
fitiondl way, would soon be gréatly facilitat- 
éd by the information pouring in from persons | 


out of doors. The people, who had wit- 
nessed the abuses in the expenditure of their 
money, would fly to those of their represen- 
tatives whom theysaw engaged in stich inqui- 
riés, All the facts would Come fo hglit; the 
proof would be at hand ; and, if there were, 
even as things now are; only three metibers 
(a number just sufficient to 9 uiard against the 
éffects of absence’ occasionally) ‘to resolve 
Wpon a réform of abuses in the expenditure 
of the ptiblic money, it would require rieither 
patty combinations ‘nor the habit of making 
speeches to Insure success to’ their endea- 
vours. By the institution’ of Boards of 
Commissioners, you render’ that secret, 
which ought to be nde as_ public as possi- 
ble; you shut the door against the people, 
in place of throwing it wide open to receive 
them and to ‘hear their complaints; and, 
while you pass act pon act'to create infor- 
mers, While you ‘give every possible encou- 
tagement, while, “by temptation upon fémp- 
tatiori, you invite man to infor:n against 
midh, ‘friend’ against friend, atid brother 
acainst brother, in matters connécted with 
the raising of. the public muisey, not one 
Single encouragement (to say nothing of the 
contrary) do yot hold ‘forth to. those who 
imay be inclined to mke disclosures with re- 
spect to the’frauds commitred in the expen- 
diture of that money. From the presént 
ininistry, ot, at least, froma very Jai ge ma- 
gority of them, I'did hope, nay, Twill stidd 
hope, tictwithstariding all that Ihave, to my 
veers ai been’ a aie of, far 
hetterthings. In the integrity of the Chan- 
allot of the Exchequer, a Phase proposed 
meastire I have here been commenting, I 
have an unshaken confidetice, and so; I be- 
lieve, have the panic ; and, ashe tahies his 
fit fame ; as He values years (probably a 
long Me of “untarnished ' reputation, of 
unsuspected sincerity, of the exercise of paw- 
er unaccompanied with’ the execration of 
the people, I conjure him to avoid'the steps 
of his predecessor in place. I conjure him 
well to consider the situation, particularly as 
te pecuniary matters, in which we uow 
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ee 
stand. He has a mind that nst, if he $e. 
riously turn it to the subject, reject with 
contempt all the shallow notions’ that we 
have heard broached about causing the Bank 
to revive their payments in cash, and others 
of a similar character. He must perceive 
that the taxing and fimding system jis daily 
and hourly approachiing to a crisis. Can it, 
therefore, be necessary to conjure him to 
act constantly and® sincerely upom his own 
maxim,’ so openly and ‘so honourably de. 
clared, of having no diseuise, but of laying 
| bare to the public view every fact and every 
| circumstance einnected with the finances of 
the kingdom ; to conjure him not to suffer 
himself tobe made the’ instrament of any 
classes of persons’ who may be gorged, 
beyond the taculty of regorsing and beyond 
the compass of forgiveness, with the public 
wealth ; to cohjure him not to be persuaded 
so to act as toinduce the people to regard 
him as being, ex'officio, on the side of every 
peculator, and thereby to excite and to fix 
immoveably in fheir minds a hatred of the 
whole of the governing powers of the state ; 
to conjure him to shew, .on the contrary, 
that heis the friend of inquiry, and that he 
views with approbation every effort, by 
whomsoever made, to bring peculators to 
punishment ; to conjure him ‘to place ‘no re- 
liance upon the power of party, there being, 
at this moment, mo party, upon which any 
portion of the people do rely ; to conjure 
him to Jook forward, not to the probable, 
but to the inevitatle, events of the next six 





En 
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whatever expence Of place or emoluiment) as 
to retain the ability of serving, in those days 
of trial, bis country afid his king, ‘and of be- 
ing one amongst those, who are destined, I 
trust, to preserve the liberties of the former, 
together with all the dignities’and ‘all the 
constitutional authority of the latter. 

BaRracx Orrice. (Corititinéd ‘from p. 
673)——-As growing out’ of my own Te 
marks upon this subject, at ‘the page here 
referted to, I shall: in continuation, first m- 
sert a letter from a cofrespondenit, whose t? 
lents I ‘have once before profited from in the 
same Way ——*' Sir, although you do net 
acknowledge your expectations to have been 
disappdinted ‘by the silence ‘of the present 
ministry, ‘on the’ subject’ of the enormovs 
balance appearing by the report of the Com- 
missioners df Military Enquiry to “be dv 
| fron Géueral Dé Lancey ‘to the public, 
evident, that’ your ard ata loss to"aceount for 
} that silence in a ministry; whose chief cam 
: ee bareee tion while’ in “opposition 

at least), *: 














| rence ‘of all public abuses, and their 
| 


years, arid so to husbarid Ais’ reputation (at, 


“ruse froni their ‘professed abhor, 
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omises fo bring ta condign punishment all 
public delinquents. 
new doctrines which,ito the great mortifica- | 
tion of all honest men,, Mi. Fox has avewed | 
and maintained upen-topies of this nature, | 
I, for one, feelino surprize: whatever that | 
General De -Lancey, or any) other. public | 
detaulter, should eseape antmadversion. | It 
appears perfectly, consistent with those new 
doctrines, anda very happy illysteation of 
the ctfeets. which such doctrines are calcu- 
Jated to preduce. Why should; Geveral De 
Lancey be, pumished for making an unan- 
thorized use ‘ef the public money, or even 
compelled to. make good a defieit in his ac- 
counts?» . When a bad ~system has_pre- 
‘“« vailed, the, best mode of reynedying it is 
‘« not by impeaching an individual, but by 
“ removing the person who carried on such 
* a system, and.to take care.that none such 
‘« shall. be acted upon. in_ future,” (Mr. 
Fox,.18th April, 1806.) ———Well ! General 
De Lancey is no Jonger Barrack Master Ge- 
neral. Is not that enough for the public ? 
Why should it be expected of our indulgent 
ministry, that they should vindictively pursue 
him inte. his .retirement from office, now 
that the old motion is exploded, that the pu- 
nishment of offences prevents. the repetition 
of offences? Besides the La:/arity of such 
useless persecution, motives of delicacy may 
be well supposed-to have influenced and.re- 
strained ministers from such a proceeding. 
Ip some cases, charges against individuals 
‘‘ may be brought forward. rather with a 
““ view 49 popularity, than from any very 
‘“ ardent desire to promote, the ends of. jus- 
* tice,’*.; (Mr..Fox.)———Better, much bet- 
ter, therefore,,to:suffer a public delinquent 
to escape, andthe ends of justice to. be de- 
feated, than to incar;the suspicion of, being 
actuated inthe performance of an obvious 
duty by .a-wish to court popularity, espe- 
cially when. popularity, by, the attainment 
of power, has.ceased to be an object of pri-- 
inary consideration.”—— While I .confess, 
that: the extraordinary doctrine of Mr. Fox, 
would natorally.go.to this extent, and still, 
turther,-d-gust say,, that 1 confidently hope, 
that neither Mr,.Fox nora majority of his 
colleagues; Jever,.really intended so far to 
act upon its, and, it is with great satisfaction, 
that Lhiear, that De-Lanxcey has received a 
positive.order.to,pay the 97,4141. .into. the 
Treasury forthwith, whence J am induced to. 
hope, that some sutticent proof of his having 
actually.so paid the money will very. soon be. 
laid before parliament ; for, until, this. be 
done, neither.the pasliament.nor. the. public, | 
can. know, that.the.order has produced any, 
ene. correspondent, ‘in cubs2quence), 
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of what appeayed in the preeading sheet re- 
lative to the principal Agent of De Lancey, 
asks me: ‘ Doy you know, Mr. Cohbetrt, 
‘* that the ‘* man af the name of GREEN- 
‘e5§ WOOD,” js Agent to.one hundred and 
** seyenty-four batgalions.ef the Jineg -to 
** twenty-one -battagons ef militia ;,ta the 
“© Royal Artillery ;. temthe Royal Lagineers ; 
‘40 the Veterans » wal to. the, Waggen 
* ‘Train; by which ageycy,.on, the very 
“* Jowest.calculation,, he gwars (or he and 
** others clear amongst...them) SLX TY 
“THOUSAND POUNDS.A YEAR, ex- 
‘« elusive of the advantage derived from the 
** enormous swims of money constantly in 
** his hands, and of ail the purchase money 
*€ of Comnaissions, placed in. his hands, BS 
‘““ AN EXPRESS ORDER OF. THE 
* COMMANDER IN CHIEF? , To say 
“no more, Mr, Cobbett, had you known 
** the unportance,. and thie respectable con - 
** nections of the.personage you were speak- 
“ ing of, 1 can -hardly, think you would 
“ have spoken in the, manner -you did,” 
And, why not, my good Sir ?. What need\ I 
care who are. his. connections? As to the 
circumstance of his being agent.to s0 -many 
regiments and.conps, for that Lcare nothing 
either... 1 envy him, not his arengy ;,,and, 1 
am. sure J am net so unfortunate as.de be 
acquainted .witly. that human, being . whe 
would .envy him his connections, «1 found 
the anan. by accident in» the papers of she 
House of Commons ; through those papers 
I have, _it is true, brought .bim before the 
public; but his connections will,, 1 dare say, 
have,.at any rate, sense enough to teach him 
how to make, some how or other,-a pretty 
speedy. RETREAT.——To return again, 
for-a moment, tothe subject of the Military 
Inquiry, it-is stated, in. the newspaper, 
that, on Thursday, the 8th instant, Lonp 
Heyry Perry gaye, in theHouse of Gom- 
mons,.2 notice to, the, following , effect : 
“*‘ Gentlemen ‘must be aware, that,there had 
‘€ been. for some. days on the tale a most 
** important Report of the Commissioneys 
‘* of Military Inquiry. The facts contained 
“‘ in that Report, made it necessary, that 
“« measures. should: be taken, without one 
“« day’s delay, to apply..a» remedy. to. the 
“ abuses. which they-proved.. But as they 
“« were under, the consideration of His Ala 
‘« jesty’s government, and so far adyanced a¢ 
as Aan, 3 itékely zthat it would be pros 
“ duced before the close of the: present -ses- 
‘* sion, one general measire for brigging-up 
‘* the arvears of the Public Accountants, .at - 
‘ was conceived that theanhject the Report 
“« on the tab)e‘applied.to,, would be mogt - 
« properly included tn, that gencral measure. 
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- #* The suggestions contain 
. * would-be fully attended 


678) that the statements given in by the 


“Het me ask, what geveral measures can pos- 
‘gumsef-the public money in their hands, 


- been jo the hands of the people who pay the 


- this interest? How is any ‘‘ general mea- 


in that Report | 
in framing the 
‘« general measure under fonsideration. He 
‘«« assured the House, in fhe meantime, that 
«« this delay of the islative provision, 
« would not prevent tife adoption of imme- 
<* diate steps to obtai the repayment of the 
« Jarge balance,.thy¥ appeared to be. due 
‘* tothe public fregt a person who had lately 
‘© beld an office*f- high public trust (Ge- 
‘* neral..De Laheey),. Jate. Barrack Master 
«« General.’~—~But,. why this de/ay as to 
the remedy in this particular office ? . And 
why no mention of the. interest, while the 
nioney Jay’in the hands of GREENWOOD, 
or of others connected with him? The 
Commissioners state (see the extract from 
their Report, in the preceding Register, page 







Barrack-Office, and on which statements the 
Lords- af the Tyeasury. issued money for 
bartack-services, were not correct, that is to 
say, that they were fa/se ; and they mention, 
as aproof of this, that the balances in the 
hands of the “Treasurer (that is GRBEN- 
WOOD) were no.where noticed; nor was 
any aHowance or deduction made for sums 
received for the rent of canteens, and_ sale 
ef dung, and repayments to a considerable 
amount. They show, besides, that a large 
sum of money, issued for barrack~services, 
was immediately. transferred by GREEN- 
WOOD to De Lancey’s private accouat, and 
that it so remained fer a long while. Now, 


sibly reach this past abuse? These men, or 
one of them, of them and others, had large 


when it should have lain in the Treasury or 
the Bank ; or, indeed, when it should have 


taxes. They, therefore, evidently owe the 
interest of this money to the public ; and 
‘how is any *{ general measure” to .get. at 


sure,” which can have in contemplation 

nothmg but the frture to come at the false 

statements, by the means of which moncy 

was drawn from the Treasury, avd, which 

mouey. was. afterwards. transferred to De: 

' Lanety’s, private accqunt ? This really does, 
‘ and I am sorry to say it, savoyr too much of 
Mr. Fox's new doctrine! It was.nat thus, 
disguise the matter haw we will, it-was not 

shee hat rs talked and Wet. acted with 
 Yegard to. the transactions of Lord Melville 
‘and Mx, Trotter, !——=What this “ general 
wre*’ is, Lknow not; bat,..I\do hope, | 

transfer af all these, 


_ stifting their efforts.by.a 
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shall afford a pretext for taking the right of 
inquiry from individual members of par- 
liament, by. telling them,. that the matter 
inte which they may. wish to inquire, is be. 
-fore the. proper Board, and, thereupon, 
, revious questi 
J do hope, , that nothing of this le will be 
attempted, for,..ifjt be, I shall find myself 
under the painful necessity of asserting, that 
our situation has, by the change of ministry, 
been .rendered ten thousand. times worse 
than it was before, 
Pic-Inon. Tax. ——~ In_ tho, foregoing 
sheet, page 686, a. short account of this 
tax was given. ‘The representations .of the 
persons concerned in the trade would have 
been given, in an abriged state here; but, 
this may now be spared, as the ministry ap- 
pear to haye yielded, not to. thosé represen- 
tations, but tothe strong opposition which 
the tax has experienced in. the. House of 
Commons, where, on the, Oth instant, after 
a debate of considerable length, the. House 
came to a division, 119 forthe tax and 109 
against it; and theimpression was such asnot 
to encourage the minister to try a second di- 
Vision. If the money ‘‘ must be raised,” 
and all the loan-mongers, sinecure place- 
men, pensioners and contracters tell us it 
must; if ‘* the money must be, raised,” it 
is very little matter in what. way it is raised, 
so that the additional taxes do not add to the 
. already numerous restraints which the taxwg 
system has imposed upon the personahliber- 
ty of the people, or to the number of those 
agents who are authorized to enter their 
houses and work-shops, But this tax would 
bave created a fresh swarm of excisemen to 
interfere, to come with their insolence of 
office, to distrub the harmony of nevgh- 
bourkoods and of families ; and for tis rea- 
son I would-have opposed the tax. . I shal 
be tald, perhaps, that I am, like other 
weak-minded persons, only. putting off the 
-evil day; for, that, to this, atid, to auch 
more than this, it must come, at last, But, 
besides that my hopes are better ;_ beside: 
that I hope for a great change as, well with 
_respect to the national debt as. to évery other 
branch ‘of expenditure ; besides that I 3” 
willing to rely a good deal upon the chap'e« 
of accidents for relief, T am, at amy. ™ 
for’ keeping off the excisemanas Jong #! 
can from the produce of the earth in i 2% 
i: on first tanj missy ord. a 
| ty (oh, what scexies hhas Ae 0, pass through: 
and how often. will.he have fo pepent = 
_was cajoled into a rejeetion.of my aati 
- Said, that this was not a f 
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The latter is certainly mot a raw material ; 

and, as to the others, they are imported, in 
whieh circumstance, all the difference exists. 
The making of Pig-Iron has actually created 
flourishing and populous settlements in ‘parts 
of this kingdom where, befure, there was 
scarcely a house to’ be seen. Can as much 
be said of Cotton, or of Spanish W vol? And, 
would it not be a terrible curse upon these 
rising colonies, and upon the ingenious and 


industrious and enterprising men who have | 


founded. them, to introduce amongst them 
swarms of excisemen, supported, if neces- 
sary, by the warrant of the magistrate, and, 
in extreme cases, by the bayonet ? God for- 
bid it should be: again thought of! Ne- 
cesstly, the old plea, the standing plea, was 
again urged by the ministers, and that too 

with more upparent anghish than in the case 
of the Income Tax.—--‘‘ I beg the House 
‘to cousider,” said Lord Henry Petty, 


“ that the question now is as to achoice of 


«¢ 





ce 


exigencies of the siate, and that the mode 
“‘ now proposed is much less objectionable 
** than any other that has been suggested. 
“ It has been recommended to me to pro- 
“ pose other taxes. A right honourable 
““ gentleman has pushed the adoption of a 
“ tax upon coats in the pit, in lieu of that bee 
“« fore thé House. But, I prefer the latter, 
and to those who seein so anxious to pre- 
sent me with a substitute, I will say— 
Timeo Danaos et dona : ferentes.” Very 
well, my Lord! And I would have told Old 
Rose atid others upon the same set of bench- 
es, that, unless the money was procured, 
some how or other, their sinecures and pen- 
sions must go unpaid; and to the loan-job- 
bers and contractors and bartack-men and 
staff-men I would ‘have addressed a similar 
argument. But, “my lord, the’ worst 
of it is, you were cajoled_ to take to 
the concern without previous inquiry ; 
without a previous public statement of the 
pecuniary affairs of the nation; if you had, 
as I took the liberty to recotnmend, takea 
care to provide yourself with this statement, 
you would have stuod clear; got having 
done this, you and your. colleagues are 
auswerable bs all that may. happen ; which 
duty of responsibility you, did forniesly take 
upon youtselves Whed you boasted of “ the 
* pros of the country” at the opening 
of your 
debate tipon” n€ Pig -Jton Mog ‘said “* that, 
haga be, Ba a 
fé : Seam af eh oe, thei 


Shall 


«¢ 


t¢ 








evils, that mouey must Le procured for the | 


—Mr. Fox, dering the | 
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“in the course of that night's debate which 
“ did not eqnally apply to almost every 
“* other tax that could’ possibly be brouglit 
“forward. There was hardly one of the 
‘taxes that had been laid on for. these 
“twelve years past which he could say he 
“ thoroughly approved of “They were all 
«© Jaid on articles which ‘most writers agreed 
“ in saying that they were not fit objects of 
“ taxation. But the fact was,’ that) ee are 
“ NOW placed in such Circumstances that we 
“are driven to adopt modes of taxation 
‘© which must, in some dearce, ‘affect the 
“* prosperity of one branch of o«r trade’ or 
“© commerce er another.” ———This is all I 
ever wanted you to say, Sir. - But (excuse 
this freedom of manner, seeing that it arises 
from no want of respect) why did you tot 
say it sooner ? Important and niremitted as 
are your occupations, the time would be 
well bestowed, if you were even nor, to 
condescend to look’ at page 104 of the pte- 
sent volume of the Register, where I fore- 

told what your situation, would be, unless 
you adopted the course there pointed out, to 
wit, the instituting of a par] tamestary ine 
quiry, and the making and widely promil- 
gating a full and fair representation of the 
pec uniary affuirs of the coubdtry. So far 
from doing this, however, you, as’ well as 
Lord #1 enry Petty, were cajoled to draw a 
veil over the mntign’s distre sss. Yow also 
talked ot “‘ the prosperity of the country,” 

and why should you not, after you Had 
been cajoled to vote 40,0001. of the public 
money ‘to pay the debts of the cousin ‘of 
Lord Grenville, who had brought the eoun- 
try into its present situation? Ow, how- 
ever, you talk in good plain language. § You 
tell us, that you are “ driven to‘adopt stich 
“modes of taxation as must affect the pros- 


«© perity of one branch or other. of out 


‘* trade or commerce.” This, if it be tiat 
too late, we understand. It is a Mpguage 
we have not been accustomed to. | I, for 
one, most sincerely thank you for it, aud 
certain I atn that it will finally produce i in- 
finite good ——I cannot quit this. subject 
without a remark or twa upon ‘a paragraph 
in the Morning Chronicle news-paper, {1 
never name this print without a melancholy 
reflection apon the mutability of al! Be 
nary things) which is given as‘a apeech of 


Old GeorgeRose, as fol lows’: :| he pnenest/y 
sf ended. the tioble lo dto abandon 
e this tax, ‘and s a tousidera- 


“ tion,, a¢ ny ICE taxes, upon hats. 
kept for pon those ebiact 
in ra Site fies, ¢ “apon. Nndle servants, 

“ upon gentlemen's carriages: ‘These were 
* sources from whish, We thought, the 
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noble lord might draw a more productive 
‘ revenue than the tax before the House 
‘ could promise, and at the same time 
‘ avoid any kind of oppression or injury to 
“« commerce.”, Why, how so? But, this 
same man Wrote a pamphlet; or, rather, a 
pamphlet, the joint production of him, Mr. 


Long and the Grand Operator,~ was publish- | 


ed by the, Treasury. in the year 1799, en- 
titled “ A Rarer Examrnation~into. the 
‘« State of the Finances of Great ‘Britain,”’ 
after which pamphlet, it would be scanda- 
lous -to appear astonished at any degree of 
ignorance from that quarter. This man 
does not penetrate one hair’s breadth beneath 
the surface of finance. He sees a tax col- 
Jected from a gentleman who keeps a car- 
riage, a seryant, or a pleasure horse, and 
he: thinks that no soul in the world, that 
eentieman excepted, feels the effect of that 
tax! To reason against such notions would 
be to degrade the Lecilties of the mind. 
Income Tax. It is worth remarking 
here, at the outset, that this tax, which 
Mr. Addington called a Prorerty Tax, is 
how, even in the parliamentary debate re- 
ports, called the “ Income Tax,” as it is 
also called by the members of parliament 
themselves; though, as my readets will, 
erhaps, remember, I was, at the time of 
Mr. Addington’s first naming it, repre- 
sented asa seditious person for insisting, that 
it was, to all intents and purposes a tax 
upon Jncome, and that the other name had 
been chosen by that gentleman merely as a 
gildmg of ‘the PILL, which, for the sake 
of the nation’s health, no doubt, he was ad- 
ministering ta, it+-—-My present observa- 
tions upon this subject will be confined to 
ene. point, namely, the eremp/tons to 
foreigners, whohave money, or rather stock, 
or rather the claim to interest in our funds, 
that is to say,.tha.claim to receive certain 
ortions of the taxes anpually raised upon 
the people of this kingdom ; for ‘tliat is the 
plain description of the thing.” On the 12th 
istabt, in the House of Commons, Mr. 
Francrs urged the propriety of making no 
éremption in favqur of foreigners, at which 
Mr. Fox... expressed his indignation, ob- 
serving, that this wai to recominendalreach 
of fats wrth such foreioners, and™that_ it 
would: be seen tutional, seeing that fo- 
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and, as it has been well and most satisfac. 
torily proved by Mr. BArow Maseres in 
his work upon annuities, ‘the tax upon di. 
come 1s a violation of the contract with the 
original’ subscribers. Then’ why ‘talk. of 
keeping faith with those who have purchased 
from them? We may observe; that, in this 
instance, and in insisting on the levy of the 
duty on the floating or unfunded stock 

Mr. Francis was acting with the Ministers, 
ind was, indeed, most ably aiding the Chan. 
cellor of the Exchequer, who, through the 
whole of the aa debate, would not 
hear of any abatement of any “kind; or for 
any reason !——The amount of the exemp- 
tion, even on the foreign property that has 
already appeared (and new claims “ are 
** daily coming in to a great-amount”’), is, 
at least, 50,000]. a year; and, this revenue 
is, as Mr. Francis observed, «given up to 
‘Change Alley, to Foreign Agents, and to 
Domestic Fraud, while our finance minister 
tells us, that, in the means of ‘raisin 

money upon us, he has left: only “a 
** choice of evils,”’ and while-Mr. Fox 
himself declares, that, such is the state of 
our pecuniary affairs, thatthe ministers ‘are 
“* driven to impose taxes that must’affect the 
prosperity of some branch or other of our 
** trade and commerce!’ Yes, it is at a 
moment like this, that, to an argument of 
Mr. Francis for making the stock of foreign- 
ers liable to taxation, Mr. Fox cannot listen 
without indignation !—Upon the other posi- 
tion of Mr. Fox,that you cannot constitution- 
ally tax foreigners, because they are not 
represented, one might make some very de- 





| cent comments, particularly were one dis- 


posed to apply it to the state of parliamen- 
tary representation, as the same has been 
recegnized to exist by the money paid to 
the horough-holders of Iteland.”: But, this 
delicate topic had better be abstained from 
at present, it being exceedingly well calcu- 
Inted for a Lonne bouche for Messrs. Fox and 
Grey and Lord Erskine and some others who 
need not now be’ named. ‘To’ take a less 
refined view of the thing,-we may observe, 
that the position naturally “leads to this 
conclusion ; to <‘wit, that; if foreigners 
were represented, “you ‘ faitly might ™ 
theif ‘stock ; that is- t6 “says. you’ might 
reduce the interest’ on their stock ; and, 4 
to degree, that is a matter-to be Jeft engrely 
to you.  The'corollary ‘is interesting, and | 
beg my readers upon “* the Fare-or T#® 

Furps" to attend to iti “A “loan to-govern- 
| Ment is a’ contract , in“which'there are tw° 

cintractinig parties,” without any third pay 





to’ stfid bewteen therit and enforce the fl: 
filment. ‘The lexder, or orediter: is on 
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party, and the borrower, that is to say the 
parliament; representing the nation, is the 
other. Parliament, says Mr. Fox, is com- 
ent to tax the funds, that is to say, to re- 
duce the interest apon the stock, without the 
consent of, the lender. Why? Because 
the lender is represented. ‘Then, in fact, 
there is ‘but ove parzy ; and parliament, as 
representative, may annihilate its own en- 
agements as. debtor; which principle will 
justify parliament in applying the whole, as 
well as.a_part,of the interest of the debt, to 
the current services of the year. Mr. Fox did 
not maintain-this preposition directly in 
terms; but; his argument maintains it, or 
his argument is good tor nothing——But, 
really, I confess myself at a total loss to dis- 
cover any rational motive for this distinction 
in faver of-foreigners. Are not all foreigners 
here, or trading hither, taxed like other 
men? As if parliainent -had ever made ei- 
ther expressly or by implication, any special 
contract with those fund-jobbing foreigners ! 
As if’ foreigners did not speculate in our 
funds, *with all. the contingencies thereunto 
belonging, just as the native ‘‘ muck-worm” 
does |; As if foreigners ought not to con- 
tribute. to the protection of their own pro- 
perty as well as natives! «As if there could 
be no objection to our furnishing a foreign- 
er living in France, or an enemy, per- 
haps; * with the means, out of our own 
funds, that is to say, out of our fares, to 
assist Budnaparté in carrying his armies to 
our shores, and these” means given without 
the least diminution ; and this, too, at a mo- 
ment, when Mr.-Fox himself tells us, that 
he and his colleagues are, by the pressing 





necessities of the state, ‘‘ driven to impose | 


‘* taxes’ that must ‘‘ affect the prsoperily”’ 
of the country !|+—Mr. Francis’s opinion 
was adopted by marty persons in the House; 
Mr. Vox’s has beew adopted by no/ody, ei- 
ther. in. the House or out of it; and, 
indeed, this naay-well be, when it.is almost 
impessible to find- upon the face of the earth 
any foreigners towards whom we ought to 
think’ of any thing like acts of tenderness, 
or, indeed, who stand in need of tender- 
hess at.our hands, the Hanoverians always 
excepted; but, as. we have just begun a 
new: war-for them, and as’ Mr.Fox has so 
boldly ‘and resolutely declared that he. will 
neyer muke.a peace by. which the restora- 


_ tion of Hanover to the king shall not be 


secured, and as-he has, moreover .closen 
to, consider. Hanover -as an appendage to 
Great: Britain,, it. would, I. think, be cu- 
rious: ¢ 2! if it. were to appear, tha 
the exemption in favonr'of foreigners was, 


in_avy-degree, inteuded to screen Hapove- | 


fn 
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rian property in our funds. that is to say, 
claims to receive interest annually paid out 
of our taxes!——Upon the subject of the 
Income Tax the reader will find some ex- 
cellent papers in the subsequent pages of 
this present Number of the Register. 
Netson GRAnT. ‘Thet this grant, at 
such a time as this, and considering the 
circumstances of Lord Nelson's family is 
too great, too much beyond the bounds of 
propriety, every reflecting man in the na- 
tion has long thought, and still thinks; but 
Mr. Francis has been the first openly and 
manfully to say it. On the 18th instant, 
upon the Chancellor of’ the Exchequer's 
moving for the granting of the sum df 
5,0001. a year, for ever, to the heirs of Lortl 
Nelson, and in addition thereunto, an im- 
mediate grant of 120,000I. ‘to purehase an 
estate to descend in the said family,’ Mr. 
Francis spoke nearly as folrows. IT honour 
him for his conduct; I heard hyn with 
pleasure; I agree with him in all his senti- 
ments upon the subject; I have retained 
his words; ard f now put them beyond the 
reach of misrepresentation. ‘* On the merits 
** and services of the great admiral, whomwe 
*« have lost, there can be but one’sentiment, 
** of united admiration and gratitude, in this 
** house and in this country; and in that 
‘** sentiment no man can participate more 
** heartily and sincerely than I do. Yet, 
** even this feeling, just as it is, and power- 
** ful as it ought to be, must in some rea- 
‘“« sonable degree be subject to the regula- 
“* tion of other principles in particular cir- 
“* cumstances. We live in times of great 
*€ public services, and great rewards. But 
** we ought not to forget that the times we 
‘ live in have another character, which in- 
‘* dicates other duties; I mean the difficul- 
‘* ties and distresses, that belong to our si- 
** tuation. Even in the distribution of the 
** best deserved liberality of parliament, we 
“* ought not to forget that the present means 
‘* of the country are not quite equal to all 
“* the claims, which great setvices may have 
‘* on the public gratitude. On’ this princi- 
‘* ple, painfal as it'is to mé, F-cannot fefrain 
‘* trom expressing a doubt, whether one 
‘ part of the proposed vote, T mean’ the sum. 
‘“« of £120,000, (in addition to the annuity 
‘« of £5,000. a year,) may not be more, not 
‘* than is due to the merit of Lord Nelson; 





“*. far from it; but than caf fairly be —_ 


‘ ed in circumstances, which demand eco- 


-*€ nomy from us, éven inthe exercise of our 


vento the Karl 


“< virtues. Thé rewards, giv ) 
of ‘this grant. 


“ of Chatham, fell’ far s 


«© Those given in the fitst ingtaice, to John” 


“ Duke of Marlborough, who placed -Wng- 
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** jand at the héad‘of Europe, J believe, did 


- notexceedat*. If, happily for his coun- 


** try, the noble admiral had lived to enjoy 
‘* these proofs of its gratitade; or, if-he had 
‘© Jeft children to. represent_his person, and 
‘* to transmit, bissmemory, with 4jl ‘its. ho- 
‘* nours, to an/ilustrions. lineage directly 
‘*. descended franrhim, I should never have 
‘« thought of attermg oneoword, but in sup- 
** port-of the question:: Al my doubt is, 
‘* whether: the claita on the nation stands 
** exactly on thessame footing in.the-person 
‘* of a eollateral relation, as it: would have 
‘* done, tf; it bad been possible to-preserve 
the reward of his services, united with his 
“* name, in direct descent to his own off- 
“‘ spring, and fo their. posterity.” I have 
Awthing to add here but a repetition ‘of the 
expressien: before made of a perfect concur- 
rence in opinion, and my hearty thanks to 
‘Mr. francis for having so well said what I 
have te accuse myself of having, for too long 
a time, neglected to say. 

Micrtary Arratrs, There havebeen, 
since my Jast observations upon this subject 
were submitted to the public, several discus- 
sions, relative to the repeal of the Parish Bill, 
and, incidepially, relative to Mr. Windhami’s 
Plan; but; in thése there has appeared no- 
thing new ;- nothing that I think worth-coimn- 
muticating tomy readers; for, as to the 
battlings of the Ins. and the Ours, whom 
you see immediately afterwards walking 
arm-in-arm,) and laughing at. what has 
passed, just like.a couple of barristers‘after 
4 barking and sweating contest in the-courts ; 
as to thiss it presents’ te my mind something 
tar difterent trom. amusement, and it would, 
I earnestly hope, afiord no amusement to 
any redders.-——In-a subsequent part of this 
present Number will be. found>two letters 
upon Mr. Windham's. Military Plan; the 
one addressed to.‘ A. Vonunteer,” and 
defending that part ef the Plan which relates 
to the Velunteers ; the other from Masor 
Cartwries?, who, in a most elaborate and 
able manner-agalyses the whole plan, and, 
in particular, disqusses the subject of arming 
the people. Both-these. letters I recommend 
ee ee ee eo oe ke eee ~~ . — 

*-On cansulting the: Journals. of the 
House;of Gommons of the }0th’and 2) st of 
December, »£7Q2,) it appears that when 
Queen Anne had granted) a) pension to the 
uke of Marlborough ef 245000 per annum 
on the revanue..of the Past Gifice, and de- 
‘sired: that-it mightbe perpetuated’in the fa- 
mily.af the Duke of» Marlborough, which 














‘ the House of Commens positively rejected, 


being. a. grant far ‘Yoo: egortitant to be 
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tothe perusal of every one who takes an in- 
terest in the military measures now in con. 
templation. | 

Inpra Arrarrs. (Continued from pages 
171, 197, 237, 303, 368; 460, 530, 543° 
609, and 641.) On Thorsday, ‘the 8th in. 
stant, ‘a debate of considerable length tosk 
place, in the House of Commons; upoir the 
suggestion of Mr. Barkers, which sugges! 
tion’ was: briefly noticed in the ‘forezoin 
Number of the Register, page 686.. But, | 
was there very much in mistake as to the yor 
of court, before which Mr. Bankes wished to 
bring the affair of Lord Wellesley. I called 
it, the “ Court of King’s Bench; but, it 


| was aclear different sort of court, which 


court Iwill now trespass upon the patience 
of the reader in describing. It was not a 
Judge -and Jury, before whom Mr. Bankes 
proposed to bring the aflair of Lord Wel- 
lesley ; but a court, called the ‘ Court of 
“€ Indian Judicature,” which cowt, con- 
sistsof members of parliament, about 40 in 
number, chosen at the beginning of every 
year, by allot; that is to say, by the mejo- 
rity ; that is to say, by ...«.. but, there is 
no oceasion to go any further with the ex- 
planation: 1 -thought, simpleton that I 
was, that; by the Ceurt of King’s Bench, 
was meant a real Judge and Jury ; and, m 
that case I-should; with the’ InpepenpDext 
Wure (a most excellent Sunday ‘newspa- 
per), have agreed, that Mr. Bankes’s sug- 
gestion was a good one; though, I must 
confess, that I did not percitve any very 





- great propriety in Mr. Battkes's coming for- 


ward to suggest to Mr» Paull an alteration in 
a mode of proceeding, which the latter 
gentleman had, quite unassisted by any one, 
so properly and so manfully pursued. Mem- 
bers of the House of Conimions are, in that 
House, ‘all upon a footing of perfect equali- 
‘ty; and, out of that House, ‘there are very 
few of the members who ‘stand-higher, 19 
any respect whatever, than Mr; Pavil. Mr. 
Bankes may, prohably; have heard (for, 1™- 
deed, the cry has been in¢essanit), that’ Mr. 
Paull isa mere adventurer, Seeking’ for po- 
pularity and fame, and, perhaps, emolv- 
ment, in his pursait of ‘Lord Wellesley ; 
but; it is due to this gentleman, it 1s due 
more especially’ to the: just catise he, has ¢s- 
poused, that I, who so ey, approve of 
bis conduct; and wha really feel’ great’ gt 
titude towards-him | for “his public conduct, 
should ers dtu that’whicy Phave, ds to 


“this umiatter) taken the pais ‘to aseertau 5 


dnd whiei 1s, that Mr- Paull {s ‘att etninent 
British Merchant, anw. the -very-greaté 


British: Mérchiadt dow trading tO the Bist; 
| for prof ‘oPabich feference ay be i204 
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725) | 
to the East«India sales ; to David Scott and 
Company; to the House of Porcher and 
Company, his agents in England (and mem- 
bers of. the Honse.of, Commons) or to Mr. 
Alexander, the Chairman of Ways and Means, 
whose brother is Mr: Paull’s agent in India. 
Mr °Paull is a real. merchant. He. is no 
jobber, no speculator, no grinding bro- 
ker; no ‘*muck-worm,;” no ‘‘ .blood- 
« sucker;"” and has made no dirty attempts 
to creep into a Baronetcy by being the mer- 
cantile cat’s-paw of a minister.. What base 
wretches must those be, who, having failed 
in all their endeavours to brow-beat him 
trom. his laudable pursuit, have betaken 
themselves to low calumnies; and have not 
had the courage to utter even them, but in 
a whisper, mot a soul of them daring to ut- 
ier theny.to his face. I have-now had time | 
to read.the India Papers; and, I take upon | 





‘Ine tovassureuny readers, that whilst some 


of those, “who have now deserted Mr Paull 
in the-causeofjustice; nay, who have made 
a merit of deserting him, or rather, of ha- 
ving endeavoured to dissuade him from pur- 
suing the, path of rectitude and. of honor; 
-who make a merit of. having endeavoured to 
prevail upon him not to go into parliament ; 
yes,:I assure my-readers, that whilst some 
of these men were practising. (and that, too,, 
‘in open.defitnce of solemn engagements) 
the greedy arts-ofusury. at Lucknow, Mr. 
Paull. was;engaged in those honest and 
‘honourable. pursuits, which have gained 
him more respect and esteem than belongs 
to almost any ;other private individual that 
ever was in.India, and which, at the same 
time that they give hima fair title to a 
seat inthe Jegislature of the kingdom, pe- 
culiarly qualify bim for discharging its duties 
int manner beneticial to his country. They 


But, that is:a sort of qualification of which 
we. stand: inno need. There are plenty of 
volunteer; placemen. . What.we want is, 
men who, have.great property to protect, 
who, have .courage to protect it, and with it 
the property. of their countrymen in generat. 
Sick nope menithat we want, and such a 
man is-Mr. Paull. Young and zealous be- 
sides:; ,unexposed. to any of the: selfish mo- 
‘tives that deceive men iato a desertion of 
their duty ; far above the reach, of. the politi- 
cal corruptions of the times ;. having. chosen 
for: work: of his .life an: endeavour to | 
assist in the restoration. of his country, -he is 
$ Saige Ip whom the publi¢ may. safely rely. 
Machof this Iknow, and all the rest of it [ 
ely believe of Mr. Paull; and I have 
ats” I know he has been calum- 








a. 
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tion as highly valuable te,all the honest and 
honourable part of the country. ——To such 
agen though I do uot presume to blame 

r. Bankes; yet, to such a person, I must 
say, that itbecame not Mr. Banks either to 
dictate or to suggest a mode of conducting a 
great parhiameutary investigation ; and, I am 
pretty sure that the public will now agree 
with mein commending Mr: Paull for re- 
jecting the suggestion On Thursday the 
15th instant, there took place, in the House 
of Commons, a short conversation upon 
matters connected with theinquity with re- 
gard to Lord Wellesley, ‘which conversation 
is thus stated in the British«Press fews-pa- 
per. ‘* Mr. Paull said, that seeing a Noble 
** Lord. (Morpeth) and some ot the Direc. 
*€ tors in the House, he wished fo observe, 
‘€ that on the tith. April, *heomoved for 
‘* some papers relative to the transactions of 
** Bhurtpore, which nut “being” returned 
“* pursuant to order, he obteined a pe- 
‘* remptory order for them-ou the 16th 
** of-April, but they had not-been yet pro- 
*" duced. Before. he -proceeded\ to ‘make 
** any turther motion he wished to know 
‘ whether there were any difficulty in 
‘‘ the way of their production ? 
‘* Mr. Crrevey replied, that the Board of 





‘** Controul never bad ithese papers in their - 


« possession, and therefore could not /pro- 
** duce them. Some of them had been de- 
** tained for the use of the Corisultation 
** Council of Bengal; and bad not been yet 
“ received. The honourable gentleman, he 
«* thought, had little reason to complain, as 
*« he had moved fur 98 papers in the pre- 
‘* sent-session, and no one of them was re- 
* fused him. in-cousequence of seme for- 
** mer complaints of the same kind, he wrote 
“to Mr, Ramsay, Secretary to the India 
‘* Houst, to inquire, and received for an- 
“< swer, that some of them had teen detaimed 
* by tne Bengal Consultation, and that the 
** clerks were already busily employed jn 
“‘ making out the Surat papers, moved far 
“* by the hon, gentleman; consisting of #o 


“© Jess than 2000 close folio pages: If these 


* papers were not negessary, they had a 
‘€ mischievous effect, as they interfered with 
* the making up .of the official docunients. 
‘« There were two India budgets*in: arrear, 
‘* and now’in preparation, the papers con- 
“ nected with which would afford a much 
‘* detter knowledge of the affairs of India, 
** than all the minute details moved) for by 
«* the honourable .~2-a. PAUL 
‘‘-rephied, that he was enticled:td these pa- 

net 


«© pers to.onahle bim ta substant 
** the oManqnis. Wellesley; a8 1 
“« charges as eyer were brought forward. in 
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‘« that House: He*thought there was great 
“ delay in the production of all these papers, 
Mr. Creevey denied that there 
“ was any delay which was not unavoid- 
‘© able.———Mar, .Fraxcis thought,’ that 
‘* when a amember moved for any papers, he 
was hymselfithe best judge of their, effect, 
‘« and therefore was not obliged.to take the 
‘«« advice of.these who may be adverse to. his 
‘* views. He had seen ;a paper signed by 
‘« twenty-three, Directors, who, amongst 
‘* other things, complained that. the Mar- 
© quis Wellesley did not register his papers 
‘© regularly in the consultation, If :any of 
‘* the papers were lost, that was no excuse 
‘* for not returning as many as they’ had of 
“© them.”—Thisspeaks, foritself. But, who ts 
this Ma. Creevex? Oh! I remember now! 
It is the Mr. Creevey, who brought forward 
the affair of Mr. Fordyce, It 1s the same 
Mr. Creevey, who, if I am not greatly mis- 
taken, did stand pledged to revive the ques- 
tion of the Athol Claim. Yes it is; it is 
the very same Mr. Creeyey, who so laudably 
moved, /ast year, for papers, from the 


Board of Contreul, respecting certain abuses | 


in Ceylon, and who is now himself (mark 
the fact) Seeretary to that same Board of 
Conutroul,. and who now says not one single 
word respecting the abuses in Ceylon ! 
Mr. Creevey tells us, that there are two Jn- 
dia Budgets now w preparation, and he 
begs us tolonk to tem as the source of know 
fedge with regard to India Atfairs, Now, 
reader, you will, please to recollect, that we 
have had these India Budgets subinitted to 
parliament, annually, for these 13 years 
jast past; and, need I ask you, what.is the 
knowledge we have ever. received - froin 
them? Need I ask you, whether we ever 
therefore, received. any knowledge. or. any 
benuiit atall? . 





i 





To rue Reaners of rue Recister. 

You have heard much of the Inrenpep 
Drspaten of the East India Directors, 
wherem they ¢ekc.avivur of, and give their 
apimom upon, the conduct of Marquis Wel- 
lesley. You. have. been, by me, regularly 
informed of the several efforts that have been 
made to keep. this Dispatch from the public 
eye. It is.now, however, thanks. to the 
Directors, printed and published; andas you 
must have observed the scandalous silence of 
the news-papers, in. general, upon. all mat- 
ters connected with this important inquiry, 
I propose, in. my next Number, to. insert 
the whole ot the InrENpep Disrarcn, and 
to omit publishing a double sheet at the suc- 
ceeding period for publishing a doyle sheet ; 
so that, the Voiume will, as usual, contain 
mo mere than 33 sheets, ae 
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Prussia.—Order in Council for loyi 
Embargo on Prussian Vode worn - 
the London Guxette, April 19, 1806. 

At the Court at the Queen’s Palace 
the 16th.of April,. 1806, present: the. King’. 

Most Excellent Majesty in Council. Whee. 

as his Majesty has received advice, that his 

Majesty the King of Prussia has taken pos- 


From 


-session of his Majesty's. Electoral dominions, 


in a forcible and hostile manmer; and has a}. 
so caused it to be notified. to bis. Majesty's 
Minister at the Court of Berlin, that all Br- 
tish ships were thenceforth to be excluded 
rom the ports of the Prussian dominions, 
and from certain other ports in the North of 
Europe, under the forcible controul of Prus- 
sia, in violation of the.just rights and inte- 
rests of his Majesty and his dominions, and 
contrary to the established law and practice 
of nations in amity with each other: and 
whereas his Majesty, by and with the advice 
of his privy council, has been pleased to 
cause an embargo to be laid upon vessels be- 
longing to the subjects of Prussia now with- 
in, or which hereafter shall come into, any 
of the ports of the. United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Iveland, together with all per- 
sons and effects on board the said_vessels : 
and whereas there. is just reason to appre- 


| hend that the neutrality of the» rivers Elbe, 


Weser, ‘and Ems, and the free »navigation 
thereof, will not, under these circumstances, 
be duly. respected by his: Mayesty’s enemies. 
but will be rendered subject, to the hostile 
measures above described ; his: Majesty, by: 
and with the advice. of his privy council, is 
pleased to order, and it is hereby ordered, 
that a general embargo or. stop be» made in 
Jike manner, until further: order, from this 
board, of. all ships and vessels belonging to 
persons residing in any ports,or».places st- 
tuate upon the said-rivers Elbe; Weser, and 
Ems, save and except vessels under.the, Das 
nish flag,..and also save and except; that in 
respect to the godds and effects on board 
such ships and vessels which shall have been 
laden in, or. are coming consignedto, any 
ports of the United Kindom; the same-shall 
be forthwith JiberatetL,and delivered up to 
the said laders.and: consignees, respectively 5 


and itis hereby further erdered, that no:pror * 
It 1s. hereby 2 Os tant | ee 


perty or freight-money appearing to  beior 
to any subject of Prussia,, ortovany persons 
residing. as. aforesaid, respecting” hick 
proceedings are now. depending, or. shall 
hereafter depend, in any vof shis Mayes 
ty's Courts. of Prize, shall bex decreed: 1 
be restored, nor shall, the, proceeds of any 
- 


property. or. freight-money, belonging 
aforesaid, ih hath avcady, been decreed 
to be restored, be paid to or on-hebll of 


the claimants, but the same shall be -kept 
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cafe custody vintil his Majesty's further or- 
der herein: 4pd it is further ordered, that 
no petson residing within His Majesty's do- 
minions doprésume to play any freight-money 
due ot payable to or behalf of any person 
or péfsons, being suibjécts, or residing with- 
in the dominions of ‘the King of Prussia, or 
in the ports or places aforesaid, for the 
freight ‘of merchandize laden on board any 
ship which is detained under the said em- 
bargo, or which shall hereatter be brought 
id any of the ports of his Majesty's do- 
minions, butthat such freight-money shall 
be forthwith paid into the Registry of the 
High Court of Admiralty, there to remain 
until his Majesty’s pleasure shall be further 
known, or watil other provision shall be 
made by law : [To Le continued, } 


nl 





PROPERTY TAX. 

Sin,—Having lately noticed in your Re- 
gister sevétal spirited and just remarks on 
the Property ‘Tax bill, particularly those of 
Britannicus; Iam induced also to offer an 
observation, which in my humble opinion, 
is a much stfonger argument against the pre- 
sent proposed system, than any I have yet 
met with ; therefore I wish, as far as my 
abilities will allow me, to convey my senti- 
ments, through yoar well established Jour- 
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nal; confident that if I shallnot treat the | 


subject-as it deserves, or so well, as many 
of yourother correspondents have done be- 
fore me ; yet I trust J shall give the hint, 
which: some more abler hand than myself 
may do justice to, and by representing the 
evil before it is toolate, render a service to the 
country, as well as the public in general. In 
some I ‘must "premise, that. your 
cetrespondent Britannicus, iias anticipated my 
ideas, though he ias not sufficiently brought 
it to lithe: therefore [must in justice to 
him, allow, ‘that I have derived great as- 
sistance,’ ftom the plain and epilightened 
maniier, im which he has laid down his po- 
sitions ‘by classing therm under diferent 
heads.—<—Jt ‘is ‘my intention only to touch, 
or rather énlage = the first of his, viz: 
s tee mp f land, houses, &e. &e .”” 
In: ‘to’ strengthen’ my ‘argument and 
make ny 4 ges good, I moust first appeal 
to>yous Mt. ‘Cobbett, by asking you whe- 
ther landed: property has not within these 
Inst ewenty years, or less, advanced at least 
ouesthird? ‘this 1-think, you - will ‘say, is 
really: thie fact iothetrI must again ask you, 
Whether the wat takes, toget 
depreciation of ioney exceed the above onv- 
third: xivein-landed property? ‘Lo this Jatter 


I presume nee em ewillanswer; No! 
The Suing gratited, omy- aiguiness ute 


r With -the » 


ia 








comes to this, —That the person (let his rank 
in life be what it may) who twenty years 
ago, possesses landed property or Houses 
xc which gave him an income of a 10001. or 
even 10,0001. less or mote, still enjoys the 
same at this day, without suffering the 
smallest diminution. How does this arise? 
why by this increase -and ‘Walie of. property 
which more than overpay every tax, that a 
person possessed of ‘sich “property and in- 
come is subject, to So that the rich and men 
of property do not beat their equal share 
in any tax or burthen whatever; but en- 
jov at their ‘ease, evety luxury in life, 
while the middling classes and every other 
downwards are taxed upon tax, till the 
period may come, when they cannot sup- 
port it any longer. If I do not state the ori- 
gin Of the evil or the plain matter of fact : 
I’ can only wish our legislators would look 
into it, by witnessing the daily bankrupt- 
cies throughout the country, and then exa- 
mine the source! Let them enquire from: 
whence the evil éprings! it will Speak for 
itself—~and tell them that it proceeds from 
the lead of taxes levied in a disproportion- 
ate mauner and way. I will niaintiin that 
the rich and particularly those of landed 
property, literally pay no taxes, or at least 
by no means in proportion to the othe clas- 
ses below theni. For exanyple, 4 person 
who enjoyed 10 or 20 years ago 10,000), a 
year, his propert+ is-equal fiow to 15,0001, 
so that he sit; down with 10,0001. @ year 
still, for the increase of 5000). @ year more 
than over pays every tax, that this propefty, 
is subject to: the same is good, in larget or 
lesser incomes. Again a proprietor of a 
house or houses, who 10 years ago let his 
house at 100]. pet ann. gets now at least 150. 
Who pays the itcrease of Taxes? Why 
the Renter! and here becomes the burthen. 
In fact, there is hd knowing, where the 
evil will end, unless a more proper and just 
mode. is established, both in levelling and 
collecting taxes. The income tax, although 
not the most pleasing, is certainly one of 
the most equitable modes of taxation, that 
ever was thotght of by any Government ; 
and, as your Correspondent justly remarks, 
that “* nothing is wanting to render this tax 
“ (as a war tax) ‘equitable in itself, and 
« ‘highly beneficial: to the® public; “but, it 
‘< ‘must approach’ ad neatly as possible to 
“ the standard’ of justice,” and "bé admi- 
Hhistered without atiy partiality! “Phe Wis- 
dom of thé British legislature, composed as 
it i of the first talénts, is doubtless compe. 


tent to’ this arduous task, ahd may, from 


various plans and modifications presented to 
them, ‘select and arrange a plau of an In- 
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7313 
come Tax, in every respect Jess galling 
more. eligible and more productive than 


those, which have. hitherto-been acted upon, » 


—Thus amuch,;Mr. Cobbett, 1. have presu- 
med to trouble you with, in hopes, your 
better pen may’’ point out, what mine »has 
so imperfectly:done, or omitted on a sub- 
ject whichso néarly concerns -the very fa- 
bric of our glorious: Constitution.—Lex. 


——-— 
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MK, WINDHAM'S PLAN. 
An oda Enfield, 16th April, 1806. 
Sis,——By your having invited my 
correspondence on the. subject of national 
defence, and by the very flattering attention 
you have shewn towards my ideas on that 
subject, I cannot but fee) highly gratified. I 
trust, however, Sir, that with you I shall 
have credit for this being a gratification in 
which personal vanity has at the most avery 
subordinate share. The subject is truly aw- 
ful, It must now come home to every man’s 
bosom. -Mr. Secretary Windham in parti- 
eular, occupies a station in which, asa states- 
man he has every thing to hope, and every 
thing to fear. As private individuals, you, 
Mr. Cobbett, and myself, as well as others 
who have-offered military plans, must on the 
present occasion feel peculiarly interested. 
Our reputations, which iiay be as dear to us 
as if we moved in higher spheres, must be 
more or less aftected by. the plan of defence 
that shall be adopted. AJthough this consi- 
deration ‘would not justify a disingenuous ar- 
atgument in support of our respective sys- 
tems, it oght however to operate as an apo- 
logy to any persons from whom we may dif- 
fer, not only for our vindicating our own 
published sentiments, but for any well found- 
ed apimadversions which we may make upon 
what they have submitted to the,pwblic. At 
the. present moment. our whole attention 
must be attracted by the plan which the war 
minister has submitted to parliament, The 
Mions of that minister ] certainly do not 
sti His bringing forward the princi- 
ples.and outline of his system on the eve of 
a prcieoncetaty recess, and his proposing his 
bill to be annual, are strong marks of since- 
rity, and of inviting discussie; and as you 
have merjtoriously opeped your Weekly Re- 
gister to \that diseussion, and employ in it 
your |own.masterly pen, it is to be hoped 
that much public bevetit will be the resuit. - 
. Abe When you first asked me, in your Re- 


Gres east of 'Mareh,:if I had.“ duly: 


-eontidered the great change that has now 
*f taken plage in’ this country as well as’ in 


~ * Europe,” L might in respect of the latter 


have referred you for ar) answer to the last 
edition of the A@cis written in 1893, to shew 
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that: Lwas prepared for even- more awfy! 
changes affecting ourselves than the hostility 
of our date allies, who were receiving our 
millions of English maney ;. for, contem. 
plating the political state of Europe in con. 


junction with the character and the genius 


of the French ruler, and the nation he g0- 
verns, I had: even looked forward to the 
time when ‘ another Paul of Muscavy, may 
unite with France, and carry into the conje. 
deracy Denmark and Sweden *.' — And who, 
after what has since happened in Austria and 
Prussia, shal]. say that such a period is now 
distant? When the cabinet: of St, Peters. 
burgh shall see the aggrandizement of Rus. 
sia in an alliance offensive and defensive with 
France, that alliance will take place. And, 
was it ever yet so likely to take place as now, 
or shortly, when Austria and Prussia have 


lost their rank as.European states, and bes | 


come dependents on a haughty ‘superior ; 
and when it is in the power of France to take 
Russia. into partnership, as an equal tor 
schemes of: mutual aggrandisement ? Look 
to the Eust, and you will see the golden 
means! Has then, Mr. Secretary Windham, 
‘* duly considered” the changed, and still 
changing state of Kurope ? Had he fully di- 
gested a system of defence against the hordes 
that may once more, after the revolution of 
a thousand years, be‘poured upon our shores 
from the Baltic, and the twe hundred addi- 
tional miles of coast from the Sound to the 
Southward, with ‘* its’ fifteen or sixteen 
outletst ‘erewe approach Boulogne ?” Napo- 
leon, be it remembered, has shewn a fond- 
hess for not ony reviving ancient names, but 
ancient schemes, * , 

IH. As yet, Sir, weeayybut imperfectly 
comment npon the secretatys military sys- 
tem, of which we have séen no mere thav 
some’ principles apd-outlines. «In. your Re- 
gister of the ,2th, you have very much anti- 
cipated me in remarking upon.the prominent 
featuré in. that system, the standing army, 
which, unless counterbalanced as reason and 
the English constitution require, must inevi- 
tably destroy the: liberties. of our county; 
while it will not, cannot, in -my humb-e 
judgment, become our security against: sub- 
ea to pas $ ud After. reading me 

‘indham's speech with great attenuon, 
find myself under a necessity,,of withbolding 
my assent te: some, imaportant: parts. of his 
reasoning, . I meani.as:,applying generally 
and permanently to thedatencenf our colt” 
try. Mr,» Wind AS. aw; os | “Hy 
_ simplicity.” »: owards simplicity, 1b 
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it necessary that we should hare clear. and 
correct ideas of the different species of mili- 
tary force’to be provided ; and their relative 
magnitude. First then, I-venture, notwith- 
standing the arguments favouring a different 
conclusion,’ to hay itowaas a principle, that 
the regular army at home ought to be limit- 
ed to atnumber which, owhether it be wat. or 
peace, should’. be. ‘considered as’ only sutti~ 
cient, bat diberally:so, furssupperting the ro- 
tation of toreigi¥ duty: and the recruiting of 
our fereign“armies..2 Secondly, 1 very muchi 
approve of your ‘idea.of having that regular 
army’as much as possible of one/ quality, 
shutting outsexpensive establishments, inyi- 
divus distmetions, and offensive partial -ties. 
Yo tliis endpI shave long theught it question- 
able, whether it be right ima maritime na- 
tion to appropriate: a distinct: part only of the 
army toothe duty of marines. Why not a 
teguiar rotationof the army for: our port 
gurrisons:and sca duty, as well as for foreign 
services?This may be for future considera- 
tion: | Thirdly, the more I reflect upon the 
other brasich of otir military force, the more 
I see: the advantages of. resolving:it. al] into 
ane kind, asdrawn trom the: people or civil 
state; antl intended for our fulfilling the se- 
verah duties of preserving internal tranquilli- 
ty, supporting: the Jaws,» promptly putting 
down .insurnection or yebellion, and, while 
we efféctually resist invasion, preserving ‘our 
country from thevery haxard of the incalcu- 
lable horrors, and desolation of being the seat 
ofwar, Al) this I certainly:do not foresee 
trom ‘the:adoption of Mr. Secretary /Vind- 
ham’s plan; }..Butiall this, and more, much 
more, wauld, as I conceive,. be the natural 
efteetiofiadhering,in our system of defence, 
to gus) Encuisn ConsriruTion ; and of 
following<-up .what it for ‘that purpose pre- 
scribes:by legislation; hinted at in the Aégis, 
for effecting a-ereat change in. the national 
babits.and character, in order to preserve our 
bightrank-asiaination, through all the dan- 
gers kuropemay yet have toexperieice. If, 
dir, ,our-ministers shalb not im all:their mea 
sures aetbimthe true spirit of state-retormers, 
aid with the deep) wisdona of law-givers, 
who:seeche necessity of infusing a new soul 
into’ theimcountry, they were not’ born for 
the times ine which, they have been called on 
to savemsbikingdand.:) bys, 
_ 2 LVio Byva guilitary force of ene kind, Lam 
NOt to-be taken toa jiterally.. 1 mean ‘a itorce’ 
Pe ga eT gg tothat 
theregulars ; and, likewiseagain, asbeing 
chffetent fram; the preserit 00 and in- 
: xity, of militia, volupteers, 
ycomanry, and mén écrotled vader the Ge- 
eral Detence Act.! Here, Sir, | agree with 





you, that we want a proper title, and T hear-, 
tily concur in your objection to.a French t+ 
le; but net in your choice of. that. of, 
‘© Trained-men ;* and-that for two reasons 
first, because che appellation would inevita- 


bly bring into our minds the, ‘‘train bands,°’, . 


which, as soldiers, had become proverbially, 
contemptible’; and,’ second}y,; because .1¢ 
wouldnot-recal to our thoughts.any constitu 
fiuonal idea. Can we then-do better on this 
occasion thary take fut our guides the consti- 
tution and common law of the land, and in- 
diiferently; as: best adapted to: the context, 
call the civid state, whenever we have occa- 
sion’ to speak of it in ‘its martial capacity, 
the civil PowER; or, the armed POWER; OF, 


the nutional powER? We should of course - 


then, when in an individual ceunty, aod 
speaking of its loca) martial torce, use the 
vid established. phrase of county POWER, 


with strict propriety; in which case this: 


good consequence would follow, that the Jan- 
guage of the common law, running through 


| our books: for many -hundred years oback,” 


would still be applicable, and we should be 
taught to reverence a military system as old 
as the constitution. I. would equally-avoid 
the law Jatin and “the Norman, french,, the 
* posse comitatus” and the “ poate ded 
‘* comitee,” of our books. For. the. same 
reason that we wish tor simplicity, we de 
sire p'ain English ; and, if-we mean like- 
wise to make the constitation.the object of 
our carey we shall do well to respect both its 
principles and. its language. Fence, Sir, I 
cannot but greatly lament, as matter of the 
most serious ill consequence, that Mr. Secre- 
tary Windham should ‘so readily become 
an imitator of preceding. ministers, and enter 
at this serious crisis to Lngland, wpon.a sys- 
tem of military experiment and speculation, 
much as if no English coustitution had ever 
existed ; or, as if nothingoupon the: subject 
was therein contained worth regard: where- 
as no-truth is more certain, than thatthe best 
defensive military system of human jnvention 
isthere to be found, » 1am speakingof prin- 
ciples; »for the practical application, su t 
depend on the armis: gnd military scighee of 
the day... Inches ag armagets much in 
provement ashe pleases, provided owly he 
limits its. numerical strength to,what our to- 


reign necessiti¢s require, and thesecurity of 
our liberties preséribes. 0) 20 | 


V. Earust that that minister isa sincere 
friend to the liberties of (his ouuntry, and [ 


attribute the errors to whigb} have alluded, 


to that which I conceive to be awother great 
error; namely, his eontideace ih the prow- 
ess'of a-regular army, and’his distrust of the 


‘cHicieacy ot sny-other species of force, beigg 
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carried toextremes beyond allimportanceand } 


reason; even fo extravagance. ‘This preju- 
dice has been so strong that, in his speech 


mtrdductory to his owh militaty plain, it be-_ 
trays him into atguments of the gfeatest in-~ 
consistency ; arguments which, when con~~ 


verted ‘inte batteries against him, must de- 
molish ‘his grand principle, and expose the 
fullacy of relying for the defence of a great 
nation on a standing army. Either he or I 


must be subject to a strong merital delusion, - 


on the efficacy of ‘standing armies for 4 na- 
tion’s: defence. Either he or I must have 
drawn most erroneous conclusions from the 
Jate campaign, which terminated in the bat- 
tle of Austertitz 
restoring our armed power, because I had 
seen Austria, Prussia, and Russia,. with a 
collective population to furnish: FirrREN 
MILLIONS OF FIGHTING MEN*; defeated, 
humbled, and disgraced, ty putting their 
trust in standing armies, | had spoken of 
the infinite superiority of a system of defence 
by our own armed powrER, over a system of 
defence by a stending army. 
my reader to apply the comparison to the 
case before our eyes; a case doullyin point ; 
in as‘much as Austria had not been able to 
defend herself with the standing mercenary 
armies of TWO POTENT EMPIRES; but had 
fallen almost as soon as the contest began. 
And, Lasked, could such events have’ hap- 
ned, had that Emperor given to_his people 
reedom and arms? With a population af- 
fording Many mitiions of fighting nien, 
could the regular armies of France, though 
évery man had been 2 Buonaparté, have 
+ sage half way to Vienna? No!—— 
ow, Mr, Windham, not fairly and logical- 
ly meeting the argument, tells us that “ the 
“* French army having defeated that of Aus- 
“ tria, marched through the Austrian po- 
** pulation, as through an unresisting me- 
*« dium.” But, what made this Austrian 
ion “AN UNRESISTING MEDIUM ?”— 

o this important question, Mr. Windham 
does not appear to have given any attention. 
3 non was the very 
policy in the Austrian government, to: which 
this mitiister seems sofpartial ; the introduc- 


tion’of an immense standing army ; that po- 


“Jiey whieh the Earl of Liverpool has repro- 


bated as “* detestable +;” that policy by 
have. been dis-. 


which the Austrian people. 
armed, degraded, ad . “ "That he- 

‘court fraud which for defence of the 
tate had substituted, for the arms of free- 


* Mo 
¢ Discourse ‘on the establishment ofa 





— 


national and constitutional force in England, | 


I had argued in favour of: 


1] had desired . 
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men, interested in ajl that makes " 

land ‘the object of enthusiistic attachment 
the swords” of: hirelings whose’ trade ig 
war," and who for wages equally fight in any 
country or in any cause, the mere niiachiie, 
of power or ambition. ‘These are the causes 
which make millions of slaves “an unre. 
sisting medium” to regular armies. In the 
very instance which Mr. Windham has se- 
Jected for illustrating the leading principle of 
his. plan, we miay briag the ‘question to 3 
short issue. "What was the plain fact of the 
case? Did Austria oppose the French armies 
by herarmed population? "No! Whiat then 
becomes of Mr. Windham’s atgument, drawn 
irom this very instance, against England's re« 
viving for defence her armed power? Did 
not-Austria oppuse her invaders by the come 
bined regular armies of rwo potent empires? 
Yes! Js this Mr. Win Iham’s argument for 
inducing the English nation to seek its pro- 
tection from.a regular standing army ? —Be- 
tween a population of slaves, and a popula. 
tion of free-men, lies all the difference. be. 
tween the worst plan of defence and the 
best. If the English nation fell under the 
former description, Mr. Windham would be 
right in proposing a defence by a. standing 
army, for in that case. he could have no other. 
When he spoke of the Austrian population 
as ‘* an unresisting medium,” had he recol- 
lected that ¢ it is of a piece with the stupid 
policy of despotisin to imagine that a levé en 
masse, or an armed, orderly, and effective 
rising of the population of ‘a country for de- 
fence against armies of veterans, Jed on by 
able generals, eax take place.in an enslaved 
country at the word of command in a mo- 
ment of danger. It canenly be the effect of 
system interwoven into. the general Jaw of 
the nation, of established. freedom, of con- 
stant arms-learing, aid habitual training ”* 
In the English law and constitution this sys- 
tem is interwoven, and makes part of their 
defence, never to be separated: but by the in- 
troduction of such 4 Panis a4 as must 
necessarily tear out the very- of our li- 
berties.. Is Mr. Windhama’s the hand for 
such, an office >—With as sincere a wish for 
the reputation of that statesman as.bis warm- 
est friend can breathe, I put to-him this se- 
rious question!) 

- VI. Mr. Windham. says, ‘ Nations cal- 
“riot, en masse; go forth to the combat, but 
«© ‘they send out atmies as their champions 
“ ‘and when an army istdefeated the cause * 
** lost. Look«to the two: battles of Maren é 
« go and Austerlitz.” Then appealing © 
history, he observes,.‘f if an army-should be 


: ® JBgis IL. 59. 
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A defeated any where, he must know little 
« of the history of the world, who would 
«« caleulate much on any very: effective re- 
« sistance from the ulation. Upon a 
« regular atmy alone ~the “national confi- 
« dence can safely repose,” oh new to 

ultiply instances, Jet me cite that memo- 
vable 2b: of the total defeat and almost total 
slaughter at Canna, of the largest army 
which till them Rome had ever. drawn into 
the field, when Maherbal, on urging Hanni- 
bal to attask Rome without a moment's de- 
lay, assured him that they might within five 
days sup in the capital. But Hannibal, the 
Napoleon of that day, knew the Romans 
better. He knew that although they had 
lost an immense army, their seeurity did not 
depend on any individual army, however 
large, but on their ARMED POPULATION ; 
for in those days the Romans had no standing 
army, not suffermg any of their citizens to 
become ** a class of men totally distinct 
‘‘ from the rest of the community,” or to 
make war a ** trade;” but having taken 
care that their population should no¢ be ‘* an 
*“ unresisting medium,” even to an army 
commanded.by a Hannibal, and after as fa- 
tal a battles either that of Marengo or that 


of Austerlitz; “* by their courage, steadi- | 


*“ ness, and unwearied labours, the wisdom 
“ of their counsels, and the constitution of 
“ their nment, they not only recovered 
“the Empire-of Italy, but totally subdued 
“ the Carthaginians; and in a few years 
“ after became lords of the world ¢.” Now, 
Sir, without reckoning upon converting the 
entire mass of the population of this com- 
mercial country, into such admirable soldiers 
as the population of the uncommercial Ro- 
mans in the time of Hannibal, it is yet, I 
trust, shewn in the Aggis, that, for military 
organization and effect, such is the English 
“ constitution of government,” that even our 
population alone, without any aid from a re- 

gular army, may in due time be made a me- 

cium too resisting for the passage of any 
French army whatever, that might land upon 

cur shores, Invaders, I presume, before 
they could effect a conquest, must occasion- 
ally eat, ‘and occasionally repose; but orga- 
nized and trained as our population might 
tasily be, and as it is the duty of the execu- 

tive government that it should be, | conceive 
it to be demonstrable, that an enensy’s army, 

might almost wholly be cut-off from feed ot 
tleep, "erethey had been long landed in this 
———-» eee 
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island, and consequetitly soon reduced to, a 
sutrender. | 
over and over again, until repetition I fear 
may seem impertinent, cautioned. uit states- 
men against plans of defence turning on the 
probability ot our country becoming te seat 
of war ; and exhorted to such @ virtaons ré- 
sort to the constitution, as should ‘exclude 
the very possibility; because, it is not diffi- 
cult to sée that on this very hinge is likely 
to turn the safety or subjugation of otir state. 
In the very plan which is to commit our dé- 
fence almost wholly to a standing ~army, 1 
confess it pains me to See the supposition, 
although a supposition most natural, that ‘it 
may ‘‘ be defeated,” or suffer ‘* very con- 
** siderable loss ;"’ because, according to my 
conception, such plans must not enly invite, 
invasion, but aftord the invaders a dreadful 
prospect of success. 

VII. Although Mr. Secretary Windham 
is careful here and there to use a saving ex- 
pression, to secure himself from the imputa- 
tion of treating the arms-bearing of our po- 
pulation with utter contempt, yet the drift 
of his argument has doubtless a strong ten- 
dency to undervalue it in public estimation 
in an extreme degree. Whatever, in conse- 
quence of past neglect, may now be the dif- 
ficulties in the way of training the efficient 
part of that population to arms, and what- 
ever may be the degree of true policy in bet- 
tering the condition of our regular army, or 
in increasing at this moment its numerical 
force, I certainly should have thought it - 
would have more conduced to the amending 
of our defensive energies, to have drawn 
such a picture of the civil state armed and 
trained accortling to the constitution, as I 
conceive would have been perfectly correct” 
and Bropet: than to have treated the matter 
as equally impracticable and useless. have 
elsewhere given reasons for believing, that if 
our population were trained to. arms, the 
state, without even any bounties at all, would 
never want so large a regttlar atity as it re 
quired, and of the very. best description. 
Mr, Windham asks ‘‘ what is to be done for. 
** our defence, with that part of our popnia- 
“ tion which does not exist in the shape of 
an atmy ?”"——Here, 1 corféss, I fully 
expected a plain and luminous statement of, 
the principle of our constitution and com- 
mon law on this point; and thena clearand, 
satisfactory explanation of the simplest prac-. 
tical means of applying that principle. -On. 
the most interesting of all topics at this 





eventful moment to ishmen; the miti- 
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‘tors, or to the pryctive 
‘which have at once been midst renowned tor. 
‘their freedom and militaty prowess, as the 
‘tests by which out military reformer was 
‘about to “€xpose thé errors, and military im- 


snecessity. 
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‘ary energies of the English constrtution, 
I hoped to be either coutitmed by iis. high 


authority, in the ideas I-had endeavoured ta +4.s¢'5 had: bronght it- into a situation MOSt ca. 


diffuse amongst my countrymen } or, by his 
supetior-ipformation, ‘to have been tiught | 
wherein Lhavé erred, and enlightened, jor 
nidance. J tooked for science 
and satisfac tion; Iexpectedan appeal tothe 
wisdoin’of an Alfréd, and our martial ances- 
of thee nations 


becility of his official predecessors ; ahd, as 


‘the standards by which we'wWére to judge of 


his own system. “How preat lias been my 
disappointment J will Hot ‘say. “The volun- 
teer system of former ininisters, T had Called 
-_ a perilous nov elty ;’ jierilous, i ina military ; 
and novel, in a constitutional | view. But 
what shall we say to “Mr: Wintham’s’ still 
more ‘surprising novelty, ‘of *® thé’ mass - 
*¢ the population loosely’ trititied 9” Is i 
Grevian ? Is it Roman? Is itSaxon? ‘Or, is 
it the fanciful’ child of his oWibrain?—For 
‘some yéars past I have _beeh in“ the’habit 
of talking of the nalitary branch of the “Eng- 
‘Uish’constitution, and of thinking it the duty 
‘of our Jégislat ors and statesmen, -tifst to ayai il 
themsélves of all they find there that is good, 
‘before thiey exercise invention {or the bene- 
fit of their éountry ;- to restore to us ancient, 
sound, experienced practice, before they 
mike hazatdous expetiments; to give us i 
the “fifst ‘place’ the: Constitution, the wliole 
constiintion;: and nothing but the constitu- 
tion, and to withhold their ‘attémpts at im- 
provements until the y'shall be found really 
If they will take this course, I 
am’ inched to think all” theif * novelties’ 
niay be “ivell rie Before ¥° proceed, I 
would put_t6 Mr. Secretary Windhain ‘this 
questions = “Was Sir William Jones: iti’ an. 
érror, When he fentarks that he las.‘ show r 
“ the naiure'and extent of the posse-conii- 
 tatorum, aid proved that itis. required by 
“law to be eqnal in its" exertion to a weil- 
‘© disciplined army *?" Tn respect of this 
constitational armed rowEn,, it- was’ that 
great nian’s ‘complaint, and it Ras lonig’ and, 
repeatedly beén niine, that “ ourtaw's fave: 





“* been ‘disgratefilly neglected 5” anit has. 
‘als0- ~ our fenianstrance; - diat they. 
“ ought*to be restored to full -virour and 
“¢ "ae |. +.”: That Som whose w hole, 
~ Pegg ints fa the al m rS-:} 
‘aie ia sad Bs ie sa 
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souls were hostile to the constitution of i). 


country, and whose dark and desperate eouy. 


,]a nitous and most perilous, should have pin. 


| tinuéd this, ** disgtaceful : neglect,” rand in. al 


“their projects for defendiiw: our kind, shou! 
“invataably hate vidlat tH our Tikei ties: Was p : 
-moré,than’ at théir hithds we ‘had to expert 
But from nien cajled to the conduc: of affairs 
Of misgover Dinent, 
-and‘ to save that state. their _ predeeess Sars ‘ha 
brought to ‘the’ ‘brink. of rain, we éxpcet 
different conduct; and the, first thing rw 
look for, as an eatnest of what We have, to 
~hope,. is. awhiarked ¥overghee Yor i the constitr 
tien, and an honest” exérfion: OF “its savin: 


energies, . “Sick. ‘of quackery. and ‘ perilous 


novelties,’ unti] thoséenergies hate been 
‘fairly brought into action, we .mustidis stust 


| ‘every thitig sav ouring, of Speculation. "Too 


‘Jong tost from ‘experiment. to experin went, 
our “fitinds seek repose where they can place 
confidence... The requisite for affording ty). 
“Fepose. and creatitg that confidence, are’ in- 
tegrity and ability; but) if men once set up 
for being wiser than. thé Taw and thé consti- 
tution, repose and confidence inevitably va: 
nish... 

VIII. I will now return: to. the war ini- 
nister’s. question, respecting ¥ that part ot 
© our population which does not exist in the 
*" shape of an army.” T-am_ ready tb grant 
that, if answering his own Question, ¢ 
shews some ‘of the errors of these wlto frayed 
“the General Defence Act, and the defects ot 
the .voluiiteer system ; de then says,. “ 2 
“*< many volunteers as you plese. who weil 
be no expense to the pablie, and I woud 
« have the mass of the popolation “ca 
ve hoosely. SV by: as Toasely: ?’” Fis reas n 
iss ‘to ‘ furnish a speecy supply of regrutts 
“ tor the regular army ;" and, ** in case of 
«© need, to act. along with the regular troops 
“<.as Arned peasantry ;” ‘admitting ait the 
same time, “that jn his. ideas men.so trained 
‘Scare hardly of uny use; Dut, yet. adherin: 
£6 this notion he j is for having them “ loosely 
$s trained in- this. manner, “anid attached, to 
No cor ps for the present, ‘but in’ such asi- 
ae (yation that, in case of invasion, they ray 
“be fggdily attached to other bodies." —A 


| ba linés, lower, he says,’ ‘£ Neww, suppor 


“the: regular army. to be: vated, or to have 
* suffered. ¢ @ UeTy Yorndgend le loss, what ate 


ete to AOR ? Jt is of the last Se olie 
. SS .Suegly, to hale sueh.a xeserve from \" 
ze: ay See apply these losses 
ae We once ¢ ae ne “fo bear, if ° 
hyve shiv Sos ces sirable reseurce, why the 
+ teasing ia done ; ‘the js inivine! 
% ‘ Wer With get 
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prehensive, that'ravs to recruit a regular ar- 
_my that had > suffered’ '** -a very considerable 
“loss,” or had been ‘ defeated,” when 
‘that army must fight agaiti immediately, or 
‘thie conntry must be conquered, would only 
prepare’ that army for a second defeat, and 
the state for® ‘subjugation ; ; for, im THUs pre- 
paring for “our defence, I shall be much’ in- 
“clined to agtee with that minister, that 
‘when ap -atmy is defeated, the cause is 
‘ Jost." To obtain the “ perfect disci- 
‘< pline” whieh he thinks wecessary, hisregu- 
lar anny, “<a “real, efficient, complete ‘ar 
“ my," must be “a class of mén totally dis- 
“* tinct’ Pee thé rest of the community, and 
“« separated frémi them in« habits, manner, 
“« and’ pursuit, “Phis' army mist be apart 
‘« from all other orders ; its members must 
“* neither wrk nor spin; be neither manu- 
‘* fscfarers, niécHarics, hor agriculturists ; 
<¢ their rnd must be wvar ; they must have 3 
« nothing to do Litt tolee*n tt.” TE sath an 
army, after’ either a “* defeat” ‘or a‘ very 
“< considetable “loss,” is on, thé’very” eve of 
anothét battlé to be “rettuited by creat pun 
bers of mien whd the day ‘before were, as sol 
dirs, «hardly of any tse,” what nust be 
the consequeti¢e * 1 ami tiot yet, therefore, a 
convert to this system’of national defence by 
a standlity regular army. You, Mr. Cob- 
bett, with ~ petter ihformation than _T possess, 
stite ~ thitt regular “standing army, as in- 
tended tox be" 250,000: strong *, Bey a 
an appeal has*been made’ to Tastory, Y should 
be glad to knew, if any country in the 
world; in which there existed such a regular 
standing atmy ‘in ‘proportion to its population 
as that would’ bear to ours, in the pay of, and 
wholly dependent upon the government, 
while the population wifhotit organization or 
icadeis, Was to be only “ l6osely. trained” to 
arms, and that at the discretion of the govern- 
ment ? ¥ shall be glad, I say, ‘to be inform- 
ed if any country. “that was once so cifcum- 
stanced, ever bad from that moment a parti- 
cle of liberty? - ‘In the time of Cassar, there 
had been rid law to disarm the Ronian popu- 
lntion, but stil!’ we’ Rnvow thé mercenary 
standing army of that périod Subverted the 
Romani liberties. 
produce suéli'a ease as I ‘ask " or, it would 
furnish a far better argument than any T have’ 
yet heard ily support 
certain “that no stich case cath be’ 
the records*f “rfations.’ “That 
the hearést té such acase wide 
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mercenary arinies; but we all know that ree 
public's éarly fate. - 

IX. There'ave other, featutes "of the’ pli 
which I must’ nétice, [will With’ the 
mode’ ‘for réplenishitg the “initia, as 
adopting the mode of Ditech af ee 
the ballot, “it shotld: seenr as if the A 
would ‘shortly Beconie ‘Tegulkirs, “and very 
soon merge’ Coniplétely into the standing ‘ar- 
my; from which indeed, it ‘Has*already bat 
very Jittle specific diferente.” The copstitu- 
tional mode of Correcting the défects of that 
institution, as well” as thie voliniteer system, 
js doubtless to mélt' them down into the’ re- 
gular armed or nalional POWER in’ thejr ‘se 
veral counties’; for that is “the natiiral ira 
proper militia of the Ignd sin which’ force 
th yey may unqiestionably be trained ‘as &m- 
pletely as i their present estaliishme@nt. © Te 
would be to dise cregit: the ‘evid ence’ of our 
senses, Our experience, and onr reason, to 
suppose the leis lature and ext cutive govétn- 
iment, incap: ible Of crganizing ‘the ‘popula: 
tion into al] ‘sorts of suitable corps, and” of 
viving any degree of military finish ta ‘such 


+ a proportion of them as it should be found 


| 


‘and the most effective. 
lity of ‘Benefit pa Burt] jen, where 





h 


necessary to keep together, tn quarters or. in 
camp in timés of ‘datiger. The advocates for 
‘ Jouse training” may eadily be gratified, in 
respect of the mote aged corps, net to be 
drawn from their homes except on obcistons 
the midst urgent; and ‘they will, no “doubt, 
be ready to take. a useful hint which h it ig 
more than probable may have bee many 
times given before. © Let our is 
and shooting sportsmen, be’ required’to pro- 
vide themselves with rifles, and to ieee 
themselves expert in the nifitary prac 
riflémen. ‘This w rontld farnish a saa 
body of Soldies's of a most scful dees 
¥ pe training would cost little trou 
1¢’subject of trating | iF Peneral, it axe ie 
cotihgs io be done to a bi hier, or to a Tower 
pitch, according to the’ class oft the ined, apd 
the service expected from ‘them. be Cons, 
vey a'cléar idea, fT inust fore? A, rhoment supe. 
pose, not oly ‘the present mylttia,, bat the. 
volunteers and yeomanry, all divested. of, 
their present sty distiitcti ids, Bhd anew 
fgaritzation | to take place, the i Most. simple, 
On the tomipon- 
law a eterna} p rine) é “oT” ‘the Joeeparahi 
every. 
ste wh enjoys protection . under ng social 
unidiy, according to th¢ rule. of -civi gover 


ments 8 owes thie vers & Or “state ig s vices 
towards its peace: 
ids been gince ean ecbil hen 

constitttion, ‘and isat this tnoniet 


atid * présérvation 


it ever 


oe 


than it was at auy former period, : etter 
tionable duty of every Englishman at the 
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call of the magistrate, to come forth.on the. 
instant, with his weapons to keep the peace, 
to encounter rioters, or to fight with inva- 
ders. This, I:say; is at this time by the 
common Jaw ofthe land, and by that reason 
on which. itis founded, every man’s duty. It 
is consequently, erat man’s duty to have 
arms, and-to practise ‘himself in the use of 
them: and zt as the duty of parliament and 
of the exéeutive government to keep every 
mai) to. bis individual duty in these particu- 
lars. - To. bend the full grown tree is no very 
easy task, while to the young shoots. it is 
easy to give. the. form we please. The se- 
cret of having in future a martial popula- 
tion, for bidding défiance to all Europe com- 
bined against us, is to train our youth to 
arms, asia school exercise and recreation. 
This was the /aw and the practice of our an- 
cestors, Why then all these aftectations of 
ignorance of the law of the land? Why 
these evasions of the clear principles of the 
constitution?) And al] this to give us dark- 
ness for light; confusion for simplictty ; 
weakness for strength; and an overgrown 
standing army with its concomitant despo- 
tism, instead. of an organized and armed po- 
pulation, safety, andfreedom! | 
X. ‘The most ‘singular feature in the sys- 
{em before us is, that which relates to the 
** loosely trained” part of our population, 
who are to be ‘‘ attached to no corps for 
‘* the present, but in asituation that, in case 
*« of invasion, they may be readily attached 
*« to other bodies,” ‘These men intended to 
consistof ‘ two hundred thousand” in num- 
ber, ave fo have for “ their instructors, de- 
“< tachmenits from the mijitia, and the 2d 
‘« battalions,” in order to form ‘* a connec- 
“* tion between the people and the army in 
«* general, which would be of the highest 
« advantage ta the recruiting Service.” First, 
then, we are to have it seems for home de- 
fence, a vast standing army, consisting as you 
inform me, of two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand men, whoge ‘* trade must be war, and 
“« who must-have nothing to do but to learn 
« it;” they.aré to be ‘* totally distinct from 
*« the restof the community, and separated 
“* from'themrin habits, mariners, and pur- 
“¢ suits,""by constantly living, I suppose, in 
€amps and barracks. Secondly, a body of 
troops talled ‘* Militia,” with which Mr, 
Windham’ ** does: not mean to ‘meddle for 


“ 


“* the present,” but which by its present 
great approximation 10.4 standing army, and 
the go aaa its. be} saat filled 
“Fup by recruiting, at a limited bounty,” 
swt shortly, as Hcdatis tive all the quali: 
ties of a standing army. And indeed, should 
the army recruiting anoxer expectation, I 


Se *- > * 
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can have no doubt of these men, now about 
70,00),, being transferred to. the.army, and 
the title of militia being dropped. — And 
thirdly, we are to reckon among our defend- 
ers “* éu'o hundred. thousand loose trained" 
men from the population, . As for volunteer 
corps, I see Jittle, probability, of any of them 


_long surviving this change of system... But 
where, in this plan for defending the Jand of 


our fathers, the institutions of our ancestors, 
the estates of their descendants, our laws, 
our liberties, our constitution, and the throne 
of our Sovereign, and THE NOBILITY AND 
THE GENTRY OF THE LAND? I see no place 
for them. Good God!—I presume indeed, 
the magistracy.are to, be employed in clas- 
sing the population, in Jotting and enrolling 
** the two hundred _ thousand,” and. in 
being the collectors of them when they are 
to attend upon “ their instructors from. the 
‘© militia, and the 2d battalions’’ of. the ar- 
my; after which, so far as we are yet able 
to see, THE NOBILITY AND GENTRY OF THE 
LAND, their proper patrons in peaee, and Jead- 
ers in war, are to be mere lookerson, ‘The 
higher classes, all men of rank and property, 
thus reduced to.cyphers, nay, to the drudges 
of the system,.which the military. ‘* instrue- 
** tors’’ are te have the sole military autho- 
rity, and be the agents for forming ‘‘ a con- 
** nection between.the people and the army,” 
for improving ‘‘ the recruiting service.” 
Were this once carried into effect, should we 
not have a coinplete revolution in_ the very 
structure and cements of society, and a foun- 
dation laid for a complete military govern- 
ment? Surely, surely, here is a defect of a 
gigantic magnitude, and of. frightful conse- 
quences ! I fear Mr. Windham had not lei- 
sure to look into the. A%gis, even so far as to 
read the dedication to himself of the second 
volume, in which I had expressed my trust, 
that no argument however plausible, no in- 
fluence however weighty, ..should , prevail 
with him to wander one step out of the cou- 
stitution. There. is_not, one error, imputed 
to him by his predecessors; that.is not.e 


wandering out of the. constitution; but: theit, 


system had: moye such wanderings than he 
noticed, and every wandering was in respect 
of defence a military defect. Indeed, the 
more I sée of military speculation and expe 
riment, the more J am confirmed ia my. ad- 
miration of the military branch of the ding: 
lish constitution, and in my copyiction, long 


settled on the closest examination and ois 


turest reflection, that it furnishes..the grands 
est and most complete systet of, military de- 
fence that human. genius has yet devised. ve 


which simplicity is as conspicuous as invinc’* 
bility. Tvould te God-wecould see tb 
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constittition ‘but duly respected! In this.par- | 
ticular, the defensive system of a statesman, 
3 soldier; aman as ‘eminent for industry as 
for knowledge and great mental powers, 
meaning the Duke:of Richmond, published 





two years ago, is eminently entitled to our 
regard ; While, in real solid military 
strength, it fell very short indeed of what the 
constitution prescrides and our situation now 
requires, yet, in my hamble judgment, it is 
very far indeed superior in strength. to this 
of Mr. Secretary Windham ; so that I have 
no need to repent the advice with which I 
con¢luded the A=gis; ‘* that the Duke of 
‘ Richmond should, with the greatest de- 
“ ference, be consulted in the military legis- 
“ lation necessary”’ at this awful crisis of our 
country; because, I did not impute the want 
of military strength in his Grace's plan to his 
judgment, ‘but to his prudence, while coun- 
selling men hostile to the constitution ; and 
imagined we were then soon likely to have a 
constitutional administration, In the fore- 
going comparison between the plans of the 
Duke of Richmond and that of Mr, Wind- 
ham, I give the latter credit in. point of 
strength, for 250,000 well disciplined regu-. 
lars. But, Sir, if from this number, or from 
even 300,000 we are to deduct armies for all 
our foreign possessions and expeditions, the 
comparison*will be still more to the disad- 
vantage of Mr. Windham's system than I at 
first supposed it. If, however, after answer- 
ing every foreign demand, we are to have 
250,000 regulars at home, we must of neces- 
sity, besides losing our liberties, be scourged 
with a taxation that wiH ‘* draw blood at. 
“ every stroke.” I. remain, Sir, your 
obedient servant,—Joun CARTWRIGHT. 








TO A VOLUNTEER. 

Amongst the weaknesses incident to man 
there is none more humiliating than that our 
reason which was given us to comnuind our 
passions, should so frequently become their 
dupe and their instrument: I am led. to 
make «this observation by reflecting upon 
your sentiments and conduct as a Briton of 
the most'exalted character, as an ardent lo- 
ver of -his king and country, as a noble and 
disinterested Volunteer, who has. sacrificed 
no~ conte ap ible’ a 1 . of ‘his, erty, 
and. who, I. Cie a ee at all times to. 


“actifice his 4ifé for-the safety of the latter, 


ind yet. a¥ 9 mlay| wh is $0 fat eatried away 
m eject 


and patriotism of the grea 






3 
“es 
E 


mt 


nee 
: phe 


that 


at the wisdom 
of ts ae att entity have devised fe pres | 


Serying them from the imminent dangers to 
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which they are exposed. Your favgurite 


author,* Sir, does -justice to the exelted* 


talents of Mr. Windhameand his itlustri- 
ous colleagues: .H¢-admits,o as; I. know, 
you. do. also, that they ate> actuated in 


the changes. they -are making ‘in’ the ‘sys+ 


tem of national defence, >by the” purest 
motives of, patriatisins sindeed: itywould be’ 


_ madness, to suspect-the contrary.’ The whole 


question, then, at issue between you and 


me is, whether the collected wisdom'of the - 


first statesmen of this empire, of’ statesmen 
who have been called to power, not by the 


voice of their sovereign ‘only, “but* also by 
that of the whole country, together with °’ 
the experience of the most able: and*expe- - 
rienced officers in -our service, is or ds not - 


better qualified to pronounce on ‘the’ best: 
means of saving the nation,’ at the present 
awful crisis, than the private judgenient of 
a certain number of gentlemen Volunteers, 
supported by the venal pen ‘of such writers 
as the ene above quoted. You trust your 
property to your lawyer, and your*health to 
your physician, because common sense’ tells 
you that they are better judges, in their re- 
spective proressions, than you are, Why 
then not give some credit to the superior ta- 
lents and information of those’ statesmen 
whom you yourself have joined in calling 
to the government of the nation from ‘a’ eon- 
fidence that they were best able, both by their 
talents and their zeal, ‘to preserve it, “WIth 
these acknowledgements oti your part ang 


on that of your author in tavour of the fa- ~ 


lents and the integrity:and the abilities of 
ministers in general, and of Mr, Windham 
in particular—‘* Hew absurd and incohsis- 
‘<“tent is all the pompous declaration of the 
* Jatter about- lessening our defence against 


France; and of inereasing the chance of 


“* our being first the seat of war, and then 
i) 


“ the conquest and» prey of the enemy ! 
Just as if Mr. Windham were ‘disposed to 


make light of the dangers'to which we are 
exposed, and’ to weaken the meahs of nae 


tional defence, instead of making them 2 
hundred times strouger!—But, ‘you oom- 
plain that the Volunteers are degraded snd 


disgraced, ‘after all the ‘services they have. : 


rendered to their, country, the partiéulars of 
which your author’has set forth’ in the most 
brilliantcolours.. I ‘am: yery far, ‘Sir, tfom 
calling. these services: in *quéstivsy ; and; 1 
will se-that you are even op the point 
if ui ingan ‘actual disgrape} ‘but, 
what then; provided the country be: saved ? 


_ After all the sacrifices you baye nade tp this 


blest ‘of all. earthly causes, capmot you 


give up *pomt of publig honour and conse~ 
-!% The author of Thoughts on Changing 





the System of National Defence, 
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the services. are which you. arestill able to 
render your couniry t ¥ your Zea) 2G Cou- 
1age, if is mot m the line of batde that you 
are best abie to serve ier, amd that b y your 
being more numezous thap is requisite fur 
the services fee which you are ade pred, you 
lock up the sources of a different kind of force 
that ts peeyli tarly.wéanted.; Far be it trom 

mé, Sir, to dispute the courage or even the 
manehae powers of the. Volunieers i in. genes 
rai, but, as far, Sir; ds I am.-capable. af 
somes a je agment ih ju.these matters, I look 

it. that there is much more. o¢casion. for 
pate: than for active courage in soldiers 
who are performing. an.actualcampaign. | 
will give } you ail the credit. you rlesine, with 
Te speck to the latter kind of Courage, but. i 
fear the greater part of you are not so well 
provided with the courage which consists in 
suffcring._ You _Would,, perhaps, dash: into 
actions With os mych bie as, the famous 
forfy ‘ second. reginicut 3 but, if:you were 
broken, would you faly as. weli? Afier 
having fonglit the first day, “would you have 
the same stomach for the second, and the 
third, and the fourth d SP ZASepacnts ? 
Can you fight without roast heef, ‘or perhaps 
: yadgring the whole day than 
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your worth is overicoked by minty att 
pre sar time of your copsequence dimmis)- 
ed. So far indeed dom ee isy-T look won 
that, whea-yeur numbers are dimipis)e 


and you shail be:provedto consist ent 


} of petsons who take up arms for theircou- 


try, withont any pay or other advartoge 
that. of serving it, there will not be a more 
respected character in society than that of : 
Volanteer—Bat, ‘says -your author, or sine 
cne -else on his’ side of the question : this 
season of actual war and probable invasion 
is pot a fime for changing the military svs- 
tem: for, will ang. prudent-man attempt ‘9 
repair his house in the midst of a hurricane - 
—My answer.is, that, if the military sys- 
tem is bad: and dangerous, you. may: choo 
whether. you -will mend it or-not,: in the 
-timgee® peare.; but, ¢hat,"in the tite of 
Waty -you wou.d be mad not to mend it,” if 
it is imspour, power so.to-de. “My answer's, 
~~ Lwill attempt to repair‘my house, er" 

a hurricane, if by! neckeeting so to do, 
there is danger of the liurricané’s sweep'?S 
itaway. ‘the changes that are proposed 2 
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“mr an amcrease pi the reculer army, or & 
rove that the arguments, on this head 
nich were good in the reumns of Charles Il 
i.George [,;.do not held good in our pre- 
scat curcumstanees, , Phe grand cutr, at al 


mes, 15. to protect the coz wttul Rn Of--tae 
ed an but, the means for tits purpose 
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it f% him! 
"0M a foreignenemy, of immense mili 
'rensth, who cannet be Dpposed without a 
‘\andingvarmy, and theretote-it is necessary 
0 Vote Jt But, inconsisten; is_ this 
eosurd jealousy of a protessed, of en en- 
t thusjastic partisan «< of, the late Mr. Put, on 
u¢ score of. a standing. arm} For, who 
the has doubled ; ind irplet the standing 

: arma, compared with the former. times? 
Who bat he has covered the island with bar- 
racks? F-am pot finding-fault with. the 
ARE I am ouly arraigning the: hypocri- 
’ of your--favourite writer, —Pressed as ] 
aan 49. ¢onelude this. hasty scrawl through 
thé want ef time, I cannot do sq.w ithout 
pointing out certain other contradictions and 
ingonsisiencies in this plausible and seif-con- 
ident gentleman, He disclaims all personal 
ul-will ia regard to Mr. Windham ; and 


refaad? 
ify x Tv 


how 


ov we 


a 


mee 














~e 2 Ter j > ~~ — , * — ‘ ° 
~ * — 6} ee r ~—-*. :> ee er 4 STC * peNet t 22 
: 
. — >. 
—— ° 
a = ’ . 
. -) es ae refiect > -— > 6 =D a | 
~> > ~ . _ > . 
a« os ebée s c << ee Pee =. £4 Pe. . >; Ne 
» > 
~ ~ . > _— ~ . © . 
. - ~ —- ia 2D asta oe x \ « u 
> ~* > > > 7 J 
>» 
; . x reac, act "= whee CACO “ ~ oS. 
>» . . ov =? > > 
Se ded. 44. > A BED a.m 4. &4« ~ 
. 
° > “-_ “ ? . 
warty SAIN, WV Mase’? & a : “ 
. . wr > * - . > 
. < . > 
+ >v _" > > mw) is . ~~ 
. - > > . o ‘ ‘ 
is 2ie€ UFSSs ; 2 
‘ >. ++. 
. ‘ ‘ Lt . GA 6 4 - 
: ~ 
. > >* * . . =— = 
‘ . . -s> ? et =) Sek be ER Le 
—_— ~ * » 9 — —- . 
~™ . * . “4 CHa “~ > 
aé Ms 
+--+ * — 
7° . . . > A a> a, te ‘ . e 
> o . = 
> . . . 
= as as &s > \ = #4 ‘ ret * = 
.* > . rs > ‘2 
~ >» Ser LAA > ARR ~ 
. ’ be . ’ - . 
*. +> >. 
Ko> S247 Odcai A .* Seti, 42 VRS ise su. 
~ y . . —— : 
4 ‘ : . ws 4 aw. et D »2 . > 
. ; 3 
- . : » 
c> ‘ vu". WaMu? oO 
’ mr > ——— 
~ > 4 7 a= ame’ cejebrated 
‘ 
. - > = tee § 
. . ~ ; \. x s oem ot at = 
° *. *»> . A 
~ ‘ | » ae » see 
> ° . » ’ ‘y> i 
A . ) > > | LL ey @ Oe ANSI 
: ** >} ‘* 
. . — | — 
os 250d P & eiii, AL ai. & 284 40h P 
. » 
i MA 
yy TT. 
fart t o A 44 
. 
. - thm eres >» sf rho Re 
= Fr —_* wT : "a ai peedsh dD. 0D UU iit aa 
‘ , 
- = — _ ** _ . ‘.. oF 
Act 3 income are so CATVOIWIV SEveTe alk 


to CACUC BumMost UBiversal [e- 


. . 
“~~? . . . + «+ . ** ’ r that — 
pea ws Las Wade steve * 6 a . a4 ai ase eres any 

* . * 

: . : . . 5 

— ; 4 9 : . 

C Sulthhk 132] Incinoea S$ O2OCD Powe La- 
: a 
‘ . > . et. ae 
< 
AL > dss>iar > «Vi woim. © Veug.= 
: ‘ 

> > ’ > . 

Vist, 10 € SCN ii OU Ma} jiceo 
. . 
} | gv< a 
t mis f { ce be OX IK av A BAL cc? \N as, 614 Meta’ 
‘ bse ° . > -f 
TT , ~ 
~ ~ 1\ aa ~" 


¥ 
iv to feel there operation 7 un SPUR INE re. 
: 
} ~~. ’ , 
Gress: because they, as Enghshmen, Lave 


been so little used to such measures ; they 
think, andas] have heard more than once, 
in eflect, expressed—tiey cannet pass. They 
expect the guardians of their interests, their 
proper representatives, «will see, 
medy, before they. can become law, such 

nactments as are now proposed — the pre- 
sent minis suy are pot él, arveable with | eing 
the authors or mventors of this unheard-of 
mode of oppressive taxation ; it 1s a part of 
the ** Bed of, Roses” bequeathed them ‘fi 


their predec essors. 


aud wl aaa ] re ’ 


“The. clausts and princi- 
ples of the new act are, J understand, in a 
treat measure similar to those-of the act 
Jast year; atid as they yet may noi | v- 
found t] rat it has excited much diss pics ; 
causpai is. only begianit 2 to, be aC a 
they may probably. suppose that the. OrUS 
grounds of inquisition on which it 15 1o...1- 
ed, are borne with as a thing of co:-c, 
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751} 
and relyiag. more on. the reports of those 
connected with the, tax-office, than on a con- 
sistency to their own professions and princi- 
ples, they. may suppose that the doubling 
the amount of the tax and limiting the ex- 
emptions, willbe the only difficulties’ they 
will have to surmount.—But they should be 
putin mind, if such be their ideas, that the 
operation of the former act'is but beginning 
to be felt, and where it has been felt, it has 
been considered asa most crying grievance! ! 
In the parish in which I reside, in conse- 
quence of a printed circular paper, issued 
through the medium of the tax-office to the 
church-wardens and overseers,- public notice 
was given in the church, whereby all per- 
sons who had giveh in their’ incomes at less 
than OOl per annum, were tequired to at- 
tend at the vestry on a day then appointed. 
Accordingly a considerable number’ of ‘per- 
sons of that description did attend; and were 
expected, if not obliged to Jay: open’ the 
whole staté ‘of their affairs; and before 
who.n? ‘before'the churchwardens and over- 
seers, and seven other inhabitants of tl{cir 
appointment; by Whom they were examin- 
el, questioned and cross questioned in a way 
which the inembers of this inquisition might 
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while think justifiable; if not absolutely necessary, 
ae from the oath they had taken, but ina way 
at VAL. which Englishinen in the days of our Alfred, 
REE and of William IIT. could never dream that 
9! their descendants would be obliged to’ submit 
Teh to, so long a3 they should bé under the rule 

re of a British prince, and governed by the 


Ge ancient Jaws. of the realm.+' Could they 
ied be imagine, that, before: a conquest’ of this 


be te island by a foreign enemy, and the total sub- 
bi kof version of all ancient privileges, that its in- 


habitants should be under the necessity of 
exposing their-concerns to ‘the prying eyes 
Wish of their neighbours, and have to’ say what 
are their exact gains from this concern, and 


they have borrowed, or how’ much’ they 
have lent, to give up the name of the bor- 
rower, .or the ‘name of the ‘Jender;\for a 
petty master-bricklayer, or ‘joiner, to state 
( what are his own earnings by bis weekly: Ja- 
Hi baur,: and what are his gains ‘by the labour 
oh of his journeyinen or apprentices, in-ordex, 
F exactly, "to ascertain from all sources the 
amount of his annual income.—Inthe meet- 
ing alluded:to, questions ‘of this kind were 
put, and jn many cases were answered.’ . It 
isa apeotaree of what has taken place, or 
may shortly be expected to take place. in 
evety parish in the kingdom and it has exei- 
ted among us here general odium, and abhor- 
rence among the éxaminiers, as well as among 
the examined. There are, ] dare say, few 
indeed, that were satisfied with the proceed- 
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what the gains from that, how much money 


of any weight against the principles of 
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ing: the former that they:were compelled to 
a service wich. they -could ‘not approve, but 
by which they were. obliged .to pursue a 


mode of investigation sa truly objectionable, 


and the latter that they had 'to submit to it. — 
It is not the weight of the tax that constitutes 


the objection to it,. but it is the disclosure of 


circumstances, which ought not. to be dis- 
closed ‘at all, that fornis the principal cause 
of complaint. The being obliged to make 
this disclosure before their neighbours and 
equals, undoubtedly, increases the griev- 


ance. For of all person’ who might be 


pitched on béforé whom an examination of 
this nature is likely to produce the most ine 
jurious consequences, they are the very per- 
sons, and, therefore; ‘the-most improper to 
know of, and judge and meddle in’ such mat- 
ters; unless,’ indeed, the misthicf that may 
thus be occasioned must be put-by as a thing 
of nought; and, unless, ~the principles of 
Magna Charta and the Bill of Rights; our 
ancient privilegés ; our birth-rights.as Bri- 
tons, must give way to the Concerns of thetax- 
office and to the productivehess of this deserv- 
edly unpopular tax:~Thete remarks apply to 
the last Property Tax: and to.those persons 
where property is given'in atJess than 60). 
per annum, by which it may be seén how 
peculiarly hard that bill is on them: because, 
by the utmost efforts of théir industry, they 
cannot make good that'sum, or because, by 
unforéséen , misfortunes, their income may 
have beet rediced below it; they; alone, 
are to be liable to: bear what is ‘scareely Jess 
ridiculous than it‘is intolerable; they, alone, 
are to be placed in a situation, where they 
may have their ears ‘stunned’ ‘with ' the 
coarse jokes, or gross’ taunting remarks of, 
perhaps, some new-made church-warden, 
who has this grand opportunity afforded him 
of shewing his consequential ‘airs 5‘ they, 
alone, may be doomed to undergo: the in- 
quisitorial, minute ‘examination of a parish 
overseer, who may just have come. from 
doling out to the poor of his. parish, the 
shillings or half-crowns by’ which they bave 
to support a wretched life’ of penury and 
want,‘ and who, by that'‘méeans,’ must be 
an admitable judge of the gains that should 
support ‘the livings.of the respective claim- 
ants.’ ‘If those objections are allowed on 
old bill they will certainly not lose any part 
of their force when applied to. the news 
which, to these objections, has others $0 
strong and so well known as scarcely to 0 

their being pointed out by ‘me: in this place. 
—By what I thiiik is called: the Scale of €x- 


emption,’ a person whose: income is 50], e ' 
L annum, is, for the first time, to be ma 


liable to the tak ; a most greivous hardship 
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on that part of the community which may 
just be said to be above want, and a direct 
discouragement to labour and industry. By 
this scale all exemption ends at 100]. per 
annum; and a person having that: income, 
from any source whatever, the most pre- 
carious or uncertain, is liable to contribute 
the same proportion as those of the highest 
incomes arising from real property, or other 
the most permanent sourcess which presses 
hard, indeed; on the poorer and middling 
classes, and, if carried into effect, will be 
felt most severely. But this part of the 
subject let me not weaken by any observa- 
tions of mine; I prefer a shorter, less 
troublesome, and more effectual miethod. I 
refer to the arguments which have been 
urged in parliament, when the different In- 
come Bills have been before it: for objec- 
tion to the scale being reduced at all, and I 
only wish the present ministry and a/l its 
supporters jn parliament to act in this busi- 
ness agreeable to their own principles or re- 
commendations. If this be the case, a con- 
fident hope may be entertained, that these 
objectionable clauses will either be totally 
repealed or so modified as to be generally 
considered more conformable to strict jus- 
tice. —May, we not rely on that part of the 
ministry who were in opposition at the time 
of an Income Tax being just introduced in- 
to this country for an adherence to their ar- 
guments against the scale being even so low 
as to begin at 60). and may we not place 
equal reliance on the jyadgment and con- 
sistency of those who were, at that time, 
in political connection with the late premier, 
that they will see. the same necessity now, 
that there was then, that the full operation 
of the bill should not take place tii the 
amount of income should reach 2001; that 
they will see likewise, that the scale which 
he introduced from that sum downwards to 
001. is:much more eguitalle and just than 
the scale now proposed, and that it cannot 
be departed from without causing a manifest 
disproportion in contribution between that 
class of the people who will be affected by 
it and their more opulent fellow citizens ?. 
I have expressed myself with freedom, but 
it is with the freedom of a friend to-what I 
consider’ the best interests of my country, 
ad: to those who have to administer its 
weighty affairs in these times of peril and 
danger. Iam their.triend, if that person 
can’ beso considered, who expectsfrom their 
exertions, that the:country will be extrica- 
ted from its difficulties, ; if human »wisdom 
can- devise: and human: power.can effect the 
means ; but greabas they.are, the most hum": 
ble individual may, sometimes, tn this free | 
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countty presame to" advise, and as their 
friend, then may I say this, 7 hope they 
will begin nothing, of which they have not . 
well. considered the end. A Norruirn 
FREEHOLDER.—Apri/ 22, 1806. : 








Property Tax. . w 
Sir,—It would have given me great satie~ 
faction if you had favoured the public in: your 
last number with your remarks on the Tax 
on Property, which would have been oppor- 
tune and might have had a good eftect; “itis 
pleasing, however, to find that there is not 
that necessity there was a few days since for 
expostulation and remonstrance, as the mi- 
nister has consented to extend the exemp~« 
tions so as to make the bill much more pa- 
latable; but it appears tome, that there still 
remains something more to be done to render 
it strictly accordant to the principles of jus~ 
tice and equity ; and I must say, it would 
be agreeable to me as no doubt it would to 
most of your readers if you would take up 
the subject before the bill be finally adoptedy: 
and express in your clear and forcible man« 
ner the opinion you entertained on what may 
be considered the remaining objection and on 
which I presume to offer one or two more 
hints. 1 am decidedly of opinion with your’ 
correspondent, p. 570, when, in allusion to 
the scale of exemption in the last year’s 
Property Tax, he remarks “ equality ‘ofp 
** annual income is far from being @ érueo 
‘¢ standard: of ability to bear taxation, and 
*« that the egual pressure imposed on such, 
“ very unequal powers of sustaining it 
** proves its injustice; and he further re«: 
marks, “‘ the ratio of taxation should have a 
‘« progressive increase commensurate to the ° 
‘© income; or in other words to the ability 
“* of contribution and va/ue of the stake to 
“© be preserved by it.” These observations 
which appear to me to be self-evident apply 
most strongly to the scale of exemption im 
the present bill, and it appears as much ° 
against reason as against justice that an in- 
come of 150]. or even of 200). ‘should pay 
the same proportion of tax as incomes of a 
higher rate. It may be considered a vulgar 
remark, but itis undoubtedly the opiniomof 
mere persons than the mere vulgar, that this 
could not take place if’ those who levied the 
contribution had not themselves incomes of 
a higher rate-—Let ‘me add a word or two : 
on the ‘subject of secresy, whichionght cers - 
taiully to be preserved as tmuch as possible in 
tters of such delicacy as statements of: ine < 
‘ome, *but which it appears willbe difficult . 
p be‘kept’ without material aktetation in the 
ilk; for if besides commissioners and their 
derks who are fixed, the assessors, church- 
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753) | 
wardens, wd ‘overseers, ‘and seven other in- 


habitants,’ who will, ptobably, be for the | 


. * “ss ' ’ y 
inost part changed’eyery year, are to inive 


the power of investigating ,the, incomes ef | 


those who give in Jess than Gol. per annum, 
in the cotirse. Of a few years the greatest 
part of the inhabitants of a parish mist be 
mader acquainted, and that ‘ofiurally. awit 


} 
Til 


the privafe concerns of v gfeat part or their 


nei@hbonis! ‘Phere are some peopie \ lio’ 
have more Engilislf ‘spirit tlian choose to’ be’ 
iuterrovated by such d tribe of minor cen: 
missioners, and to avoid that which is so uii- 
pleasant to: their feelings, “siibmiit to WHat: 
they consider the léast evil ‘of the two, and 
that is, to: five in’ an* hycome: which! they 
haye not, in order to be relieved from imper- 
tifent. sevitiny-——-A Nonriiern Fite- 
HOoLDFR.~-3d May, 1900. 


t 








PROPERTY TAX: 
I beg leave through the medium 
of Your Régister to make some remarks on 
the additional tax ‘on ‘property. Does the 
new nuiister really think that the naan of 
501. a year is a fit.object for direct taxation ? 
Surely no person who: has given the subject 


Sir, 





> 


the slightestconsideration would havethoug lit - 


on ‘such a measure, . Let us suppose, for in- 
statice, that a person who earns AO, a year 
by labour, and that he has a property wotth 
iQ), puaking 1 the whole’ 5ol.’a year ; let 
a... ge wet oo o .ji— 9 o e . 
us tifther suppose that hy has ‘a family of 
6 children. (many Haye more) to maintain ; 
here are 8..persona to be: Supported ont” of 
, . ” . 1 % ws a e - 
something Jess than 20s. per weex, whith is 


not quite 2s, Od, per head ; (the poor-house’ 


allowance in the parish where TI hve’ is 3s, 
per head, -exclysive of fre and cloathing), J 
would now ask the new minister, how he 


wouldiednirive to maintain such a family out: 
of ‘so miserable a pittance ? and what (were" 
he in sue a man’s place) -wouldhe think of: 


a minister who should wish ‘to, take from 
his starving family so large a sum/as 10 per 
cent.? ‘To tax such is to tax poverty herself, 
Indeed, “it is most likely that he would be 
under the necessity of selling his property 
to’some more wealthy neighbour ; for it is 
scarcely possible for human natare to strug- 
ele with such poverty, when they have it in 
their power to ‘relieve their present neces- 
sities, by selling their future support. Thus 
they lose thély independeticé ‘and coise- 


quence in) the country, and probably end 


their days in ‘thé poor-}ionse. I “have al- 
ways thought it extremely impdélitic ta load 
sriall ‘properties with direct taxes § “becanise 
it tends to cramp industry, and quite dis- 
heartens those who otherwisé would endea- 


yout (o Bequitre something to support ‘old 
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Why, say they should we work. «¢, 

sweat, and ‘toil, from ‘day to day: tn) week: 
to week, fot no° other purpose than to he 
taxed? The daté ' heavetitiorp minister: 
(notwithstanding the. clamdut: whicli Sl: 
been raised against bing) never suffered the 
iron band of taxation to descend ‘lower than 
bOl a year; and’shall the present | minister, 
fron’ whom'so mech was ex pected for the 
better, not only tax as low’ as 5Ol, a year. 
but double the rate, even on that vert simi} 
income ? At the same time those who have 
unmensg fortunes are only.rated in the same 
proportion, -The ability to pay is theprin- 
cipal thing to be considered ; and surely na 
man will, ‘in-that respect, place-the man of 
501, dnd the man of 50/0009 a yeur op'the 
saffie footing. ‘The tax ought to rise on 3 
craduated scale, from 2 to.20 per. cent., and 
the exemptions should. be in’ proportidn’ to’ 
the largeness of the family taxed ;.. for in- 
stance, a single person, man or wenn, who 


bas'O0l. a year, anit be able to pay .2 per. 


an 


cent., buta man and.his wife ought pot to 


be taxed at alt unless their income.amount’ 
to O51; if one child, not till 701; if ‘two,’ 


not till SO]., and-so'on, allowing the income:. 


to vise Sl. higher for every child maintained: 
by them, free of taxation. The abatement . 


nutde by Mr. Pitt on accounéof children was 


truly childish. Lf taxes must.be, raised, it 


the war, must_bé ‘contintied (1. do not see 


any good purpose it. can answer), -let. the 


poor be taxed lightly, the digher classes mo- . 


derately, an@ the rich (who are alone able to 
bearit) heavily ; and in orderthat taxes may. 


be rendered Jess negessaty, let them be use. 


with economy, and not squandered, away in, 


erants and pensions, as we have-secn.of. late. - 
“ tit ; *.° a ve ; 7" 
even to the paying-ef Pitt’s debts,..and the 


granting Of more than 200;000I- to,one man’s 


family, who, if he really Jayed his. country, . 


and were now alive, would. havé_ been 2, 


very far, ‘from taking it,. particularly when, 


he found. that part of it wasito ‘be wrung 
from the man of. 50l.. a year,-. Have our 
countrymen become so base, as. to make st 
necessary to bribe them to: do. their duty: 
Will nothing but money, money, warm their 
hearts to serve thei country? If-so, the 
country will not be saved. Nothing more 
_deadens the love of one’s country, than op- 


pressive taxation, Thé only .plan_ that can. 
rouse thé §pirit of the people, is-to convince 


them they ‘hayé'something to “defend: Let 
_ them feel that they are not slayes-to pretends 
ed-friends, and there is no fear that they 
will'ever "bé Slaves’ to Frenchmen ; on the 
contrary, if the people of this country should 
feel theniselves oppressed, if they should fecl 
that they “are’already slaves, they will mever 
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substitute her own.troops, instead .of those: 
of France, had given.too many proofs to the 
government of Hangyer, not to oblige ,it.to 
endeavour to ayoid all sort of interyention.om 
the part of this power, even at the moment 
that it was on the point of engaging in, a 


cantend about who shall be their oppressors 
or their mastérs—Your's, A. B.—Gislro’, 
April 8th, 1800. 
PUBLIC PAPERS. 
War wrra Prvussta. Declaration, 
George FH. ty the Grace of God, of’ the 
Tnited Kingdam of Great Britain ond Tre- 
te King, Defender of the Faith, Duke 
of Brauhsaidh and Lunenturgh, Arch- 











Treasurer and Elector of the Holy Konan | 


Empire, Se. Se. 
The Court of Prussia has avowed those 
hostile designs, which’she thought to conceal 
by her friendly professions. —The Note 
Verbale, (see p.-638) delivered on the 4th 
of April, by the Prusstan Envoy, Baron Ja- 
cobi Kloest, to, the British ministry, an- 
nounees that the Electorate of Hanover has 
been taken possession of, and that the ports 
of the German Sea, and of Lubeck, has been 
c closets gainst the British: flag. —This Decla- 
ation gives the lie to all those assurances by 
which the éabinet of Berlin bas hitherto en- 
deavduinid to-cloak iis proceedings; to which 
it moreover adds the pretension that his Prus- 


sian Majesty hat acquired, by his system of 


ni policy; claims to the eratit ude of all the 
Northertr Powers’——Thus actually dispes- 
sessad bf the ancient’ inheritance of my fi- 
nly, “andinsilted in my rights .as ‘a sove- 
relgny’T have ordered those measures to be 
taken whtich the honour of my crown re- 
quires bat I stillsowe it to ‘inyself, to bu- 
rope; and to my subjects, to make-a public 
Declaration’ of my seritiments, 
Bronswick-Lurienburgh, upon the unjust 
usurpation “of my Geriian possessions.—It 
is — iecessary to prove how contrary this 
t is to the rights of nations, or to the laws 
of if the German Empire. Their infraction is 
too evident to be fib ht to be proved, : 
is the most ‘sacred principles of good faith, 
hohour, dnd'in fact of ‘all, the ob! a 


upon which the reciprocal safety of diffrent. 


states among themselves, and of each civil 
society in itself’ répose, which are trodden. 
under foot i in sucha nianner,. that the world 


would haye difficulty in believing it, if T did. 
not cause the facts to be laid before them, 


Which areauthenticated in the narrative which 
I have’ ordered to be prepared.—The pro- 
ceedings of the court of Berlin, when the 
electorate was occupied by its troopsin 1201 ; 
its conduct, “far from being’ frien Oy durin 
the negociation for the indemnities during 
followed the peace of Luneyille; the decla-.” 
ration“which it made, when France prepared ” 
to invade “the electorate; and Jastly, the 
Pb ty conditions under which it en- 


as Elector of 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





dispute with France. ‘The events which re- 
tarded the arrival in Hanover of the expedi- 
tion, concerted between Great Britain, Rus- 
sia, and Sweden; gave the Prussian troops 
a opportunity. of anticipating them, after 
the French army had been obliged to eva- 
cuate the electorate. —This step was accom- 
panied by the most triendly protestations on 
the part of Prussia. She invited the Hano- 
verian government to resume its functions in 
my name, and tocollect:the wreck of the 
army.—The country, already so unfortunate, 
dl loubly te ‘tt the weight of the numerous re- 
quisitions extorted by the Prassian corps, 
without the least regard to the situation in 
which the French lett it After the unfor- 
tunate result of the campaign of the alues in 
the south of the empire, an attack in the 
north was to be expected. His Imperial 
Majesty of Russia, to obviate the dangers to 
which Prussia might be expose ‘d, plac ad, in 
consequence ot the conve Bice at Patddemn, 
his troops under Count de ‘Tolstoy, and the 
corps of 20. NS under the orders 

his Prassien “Maj. and promised him, 
moreover, all the assistabinn for which he 
might have oceasion, Itwas scarcely to be 


expected that Prussia would avail herself of 
tiiat which the pro-. 


this advantage, and ot 
mise of the subsi ly she had asked cf Great 
Britain gave her, to obtain from France 
terms contrary to the interests which these 
resources were intended to protect. This, 

notwithstanding, has actually happened. ‘The 
secret treaty > the effects of which are be ‘tie 
ning to appear, was signed by Count Haug 
witz and the Frenoh Gen. Duroc , the 1! 5th 
of Dec. 1805, the period fixed as the term 
when Prussia was to declare against Francey 
in case’ that, power should-have rejected the 
propositions which Count Haugwitz was to 
make.to her, in consequence of the conven- 
tion of Potzdain.—Seven days after, Dec. 
22, the cabinet of Berlin proposed to the 
British ambassador the! arrangements to be 
taken in common with the Prussian generals, 
for the positions of the allied armies in 
Lower Saxony; and dispatched, in eonse- 
quenc¢, Lieut. Col. Baron; De Kruesmark, 
with a letter to the Hanoverian government, 

to induce it to furnish’ provisions for the 
French“ garrison at Hameln.—It was neces 
sary to concur in this arrangement (which 
was only provisionally terminated the 4th 


deavoured to cause it to be evacuated, to } of Jan.), becange-it was to prevent the 
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French troops from undertaking any thing 
against Hanover during the negociation.— 
Was the court of Berlin th’ ignorant in 
what manner Count Haug’? itz had con- 
clnded this negociation ? Did it not know, 


would be the end of it? Or, did that mi- 
nister dispose, as he pleased, of the good 
{4th of his master ?>—It was on the 27th of 
Jan. that the cabinet of Berlin announced to 
the Hanoverian government, “‘ that in con- 
sequence of a treaty signed and ratified by 


tle two parties, my German possessions | 


world no longer be occupied by the French 
troops ; that they would be entirely evacuat- 
ed by those who were still there, and de- 
Jivered tp, until a future peace between En- 


gland and France should have decided their | 
condition, to the protection of the troops of | 


his Prussian Maj. and to his exclusive admi- 
nistration.” The Hanoverian government 
was required, but to no purpose, to intimate 


toll the public officers, that they were, for | 


the future, to consider themselves 2s finally 
responsible to the Prussian commission of 
administration, excluding all foreign refe- 
ronce.—The dispatch addressed the 25th of 
Jan. to the Prussian minister, and intended 
to’ justify this proceeding, was signed with 
the King of Prussia’s own hand. It ended 
with these words: ‘* I think tt unnecessary 
to observe how much the territories in ques- 
tion ought to be satisfied with this change 
of scene ; and my wishes would be fulfilled, 
if, in consequence of the disinterested views 
by*which I am impelled, the administration 
I have taken upon me should turn out to the 
happiness of the country and its inhabitauts ; 
and by that means satisfactory to his Britan- 
nié Maj. to whom I desire nothing more 
than to give, in this instance, asin all others, 
all the proofs of consideration, of deference, 
and of friendship, which circumstances may 
put in my power.”—The experience of the 
past, and a well-founded apprehension of 
the future, did not allow me to hesitate 
abdut ‘the part necessary to be taken; and 
my électoral government was instructed not 
to enter into any negociation, the object of 
which might have been to avoid a new French 
invasioh, by allowing the Prussians to oc- 
cupy Hanover.—The protest made upon this 
occasion by my électoral minister of state, 
wag ineffectual. ‘The King of Prussia caused’ 
the: greatest. part of the country to be oc- 
cupied at the ‘moment that-my troops re- 
embarked ; ‘and his measures were executed 
without the least regard —It* was too easy 
to fbreset that ‘Conrit Haugwitz would find 
means at Paris to bring back ‘the arrange- 
merit between Prussiaand France,announced 
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before the signature of the treaty, what | Dec. 15, the very day that the 
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took place ; and the French troops took pos 
session of Anspach, one of the Obiects of 
compensation, according to tne teat “ 
Lucchesini could reach Berlin me hy 
gence that France required the execution of 
the articles agreed upon at Vienna.—The 
answer returned by the British cabinet to 
the communication of Jan. 25, did not arrive 
at Berlin until afier the minister of state 
Baron Hardenberg, had announced to the ! 
British envoy the hostile measures which had 
compelled me to suspend my relations wiih 
a court which could so far forget itself.— 
The Prussian note of April 4, can furnish; 
no good arguments to establish an unjustifi- 
able measure.—It begins by yaunting the 
pacific dispositions of Prussia. . This dispo- 
sition iso farther sincere than as it has for 
its foundation the principles of a just neu- 
trality. The note delivered by the cabinet 
of Berlin to the French minister on the 14th 
of Oct. at the very instant that Prussia ap- 
peared to feel the affront which she received 
by the violation of the territory of Anspach, 
acknowledges that the conduct which she 
had followed to that time, had proved of ad- 
vantage to F'rance.—Her actions had much 
less pretensions to the character of impar- 
tiality. After having permitted the French 
troops who seized on the electorate of Ha- 
nover a passage through the Prussian terri- 
tory, she declared herself ready to oppose, 
sword in hand, that which the Emperor of 
Russia had demanded for his armies. France 
herself forced the passage: she pretended 
to offer excuses for that step, but it was in 
a manner equally offensive-—She had seen 
toc clearly where the resentment of Prussia 
would terminate, which, in fact, appeared 
to be stifled when his Imperial Maj of Rus- 
sia engaged in a personal communication 
with the King.—Prussia then demanded sub- 
sidies of Great Britain, which were promised 
her, and she signed the convention of Potz- 
dam, the conditions of which she would, 
doubtless, have been more disposed to ful- 
fil, if I could have so far forgotten my duty, 
as to consent to the proposition, of ceding 
the electorate of Hanover for .some Prussia 
province.—Prussia affirms, that. fromthe 
events of the war, she has not had. the 
choice of means to secure. the safety of: ils 
monarchy, and of the states of, the, north. 
She wishes to make it appear, that she,/has 
been compelled to aggrandize herself, ;and.t0 . 


~ 


| become ‘the instrument, xather, than. the 


object of the vengeance -of yy -eneliy es. 


“Such an avowsl does not become a gre@! 
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power. 
on Prussia, before the battle of Austerlitz, 
to give repose to Europe, if she had taken 
the part which her real interests, and the 
outraged honour of her monarchy dictated to 
her. Shé can no jonger be excused, after 
having missed such an opportunity; and 
even sin¢e the event of the 2d of Dec. did 
she not command an army of 250,000 men, 
who still remember the victories it obtained 
uuder the Great Frederic, which was in the 
best dispositions, and supported by the whole 
Russian army, two corps of which were ac- 
tually under the command of the King of 
Prussia ?—She would, without doubt, have 
been subject to certain risks ; but she found 
herself in a situation, when every danger 
must be encountered to save the honour of 
the state. The prince who hesitates in 
making a choice, destroys the principle 
which serves as the basis of a military mo- 
narchy ; and Prussia ought already to begin 
to feel the saerifice she has made of her in- 
dependence.—The Note of April 4, af- 
firms, “ that France had considered the 
electorate as its conquest, and that its troops 
had beenon the point of re-entering it, to 
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All Europe knows that it depended | electorate. 





makea definitive disposal of it.’—The elec- | 


torate of Hanover, as an ‘integral part of the 


German Empire, is not concerned in the , 


war between Great Britain and France ; ne- 
vertheless, it has been unjustly invaded by 
that power, which has, notwithstanding, 


frequently indicated the object for which | 
she was disposed to restore it.—France was | 


at length compelled to abandon the country, 
and 40,000 of my troops, and those of my 
allies, were established there, when the 
Count de Haugwitz signed the treaty which 
disposes of my states. It is true, that the 
Russian corps were then at the disposal of 
his Prussian Majesty ; “but its chief, with the 
genuine ‘spirit of an honourable man, was 
not the less determined to fight, if the al- 
lies of his Master were attacked: we shall 
hot speak of the French garrison which re- 
mained at Hanieln, insufficient: in point of 
bumber, deprived of the means of defence, 
aid on the point of being besieged, when the 
promises ef Prissia caused the plan to be 
abandoned.— The intention of France to dis- 
pose definitively of the electorate, would 
have been contrary to the assertions she has 
so often made. It would, moreover, have 
been contrary to the usage of war, since 
even a conquest is not detinitively disposed 
of before a peace’; and particularly at a mo- 
ment. when a wish mightexist to manifest 
a-pacthie ‘dispotition.— Prussia had no right 
to judge if’ Gréat Britain had the means of 





“pposing the retern of my eneinies ‘ty the 
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Her power furnishes her with 
the means of bringing the war to an honowr- 
able end, for t’ e interests she defends: brtt 
it is difficult to onceive in what light Prussta 
pretends that her measures removed troops 
that are strangers to the electorate, and ene 
sure the repose of the north. Her troops, 
in consequence of the treacherous conduct of 
her cabinet, will remain as much strangers 
to the electorate as the French troops.— 
Prussia should not speak of her sacrifices at 
the moment when her only aim 1s to aggran~ 
dize herself, ‘unless she feels the loss ot her 
independence to be such, and how much she 
has departed from her duty, in abandoning 
one of the oldest possessions of her ‘house, 
and of subjects who implored, in vain, her 
assistance. Besides, her sacrifices have no 
connection with my system of policy, and 
confer no right on her to usurp the govern- 
ment of my German subjects, whose fidelity 
nothing has hitherto shaken, and which they 
will retain towards my person, and a family 
of princes, who for many ages have only 
sought their happiness. —It is evident that 
the conduct of the court of Berlin is not the 
free expression of the will of its sovereign, 
but the consequence of the influence ¢xer- 
cised by my enemies in the cabinet of that 
Prince. All the courts and all the states, 
however, who can judge of : circumstances, 
and all that they owe to the system adopted 
by the court of Berlin, will agree that the 
act committed against a Sovereign united to 
his Prussian Majesty by the ties of blood, 
and until now by those of friendship, places 
the safety of Europe in greater danger than 
any act of hostility on the part of a Power 
with which one might be at open war, 
Convinced of the justice of my cause, I make 
my appeal to all the Powers of Europe, whe 
are interested in resisting the consolidation 
of a system, which, by threatening the polie 
tical existence of an integral part of the Gere 
man Empire, brings into question the secue’ 
rity of the whole, I demand, most éarnestly, 
the constitutional aid which is due to me as 
Elector, from the Empire, its august Head, 
as well as Russia and Sweden, the Powers’ 
who havé guaranteed its constitution, and 
who have already manifested, and still con- 
tinue to manifest, the most honourable dis- 
position for the preservation of my states.— 


Lastly, I protest in the most solemn manner, 


for myself, and my heirs, against every eu 
croachment on my. tights in the electorate 


of Brunswick-Lunenburgh, and its depen-° 


denties ; and I repeat, in quality of Elector, 
the Declaration made by the Minister of ny 
Ctown at the Coutt of Belin, that no ace 


yahtage, arising frona political arrangementsy’ 
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much less any offer whatever of an indem- 
pity, or equivalent, shall ever engage ine to 


‘forget what I owe to my dignity, the attach- 


ment, and exemplary fidelity of my Hano- 
verian suhyjects, seus to yield my consent to 
the alienation of my. eleetorate —Given at 


‘the Pelace of , Windsor, the 20th day of 


April, 1806, in the 40th year of my reign.— 

{L. S.) Grorce R. 

Fuencu exevossé. Prem the Brench Official 
Paper, the Moniteur, Dated gih April, 
3800. 

[Divers political. circumstances having 
givcn rise to all sorts of reports, the Editors 
ot the Moniteur- consider themselves happy 
in having been able to collect some .positive 
information, whieh wall enable the reader 
to judge of these. reports, and to. reject 
zi) those which are consistent with truth.) 

‘© England bas declared war against Prus- 
sia, - All the king's ships have received or- 
ders to attack the Prussian vessels, arid let- 
ters of marque have been issued to privateers. 





“Js this a just proceeding on the part of the 


“English Government? Is it a politic one? 
These are questions which it is not our in- 
tention to exaniine. — It is sufficient tor us to 
discover that this measure is advantageous to 
France; that one of its first consequences 
will be to'shut the North against the English 
trade: and that there is litde wisdom on the 
part of England, in acting so towards a con- 
siderable power, whom she forces into a 
nearer connection with Franee; and whom 
she determines to remove from her councils 
the agents andthe influence of xEngland. 
France and Prussia united, cam, if. they 
please, shut.the Sound. Jf- England had 
learned how to accommodate her policy to 
circumstances, she would have maintamed 
her party and her creatures in credit.at Ber- 
lin. She would have rendered the blockade 
of the.ports ot the North less severe. She 
would have, in fact, preserved the advantage 
which she derives trom the Prussian flag ; 
for.commerce has occasion for intermediate 
agents between the merchant and the consu- 
mer. But, however it may be, we cannot 
consider this new political event but.as tend- 
ing to accelerate peace ; for, assuredly Prus- 
sia. is neither a°weak enemy for England, 


‘nor a weak.ally for France. We- know, 


that there are persons who. acccustom 
themselves with diificulty to the idea of these 
connections between France and Prussia; 
but they do not see, . that the. hesitation 
which was first manifested by the Jatter ca- 
linet, depended upon temporary .cireum- 
stances which have neither: altered . the 
principles of the king, hor thoSe of his most 


- 
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faithfal and intelligent seryants. 
7 . - : * ty "rn « @ . 

Was any thing w hich gave offence to France, 

it could only be imputed to a frantic ininis 

Z sete Y, . ° 

ter who was sold to Lagland, who was for- 


If there 


-Mmerly-in her service, .anr.who quitted jt for 


reayans.which the dignity of ‘this ptper will 
not allow usto mantion.: Tr perhans, may 
be: suppesed, that» iingland, sin the nev 
circumstancesin which«he finds herself wit) 
regard.to Prussia, hadno medium left her. 
and could not avoia declaring wary But the 
occupation of Hanover, by-Prussia, «was the 
nly means of preventing the Brench. frou) 
returning to that country ; aud if. they had 
returned, the freedom of the English trade 
would not have been the greater,» It may 
be said, that Prnssia has not only. shut the 
ports of the Elbe and the Weser, as they 
were by the french, but that the occupation 
was made in the name ef the king, and in 
the. same formas if he had determined to 
annex this fine. province to. his vast mo. 
narchy. However, ‘there is nothing, in 
faci, to prove that this was the intention of 
Prussia ;. and it is very possible, that the ces- 
sion of Cleves, Anspach, and Neufchatel, 
may relate to some other principles of ar- 
rangement, since. the population of ali the 
three does not equal.a fitth of the population 
of Hanover. Some discussion, therefore, 
might have taken place. between Prussia and 
England ;-and the wisest course would have 
been, not to have begun by declaring war. 
Supposing occupation. to be equal to fnwl 
incorporation, England, imetead of -avoliing 
that consequence, makes it more certain ; 
for, whatever Josses:the Prussian trade may 
experience, during two or three years’ war, 
she will be indemnified by the move consider- 
able loss which.the trade of her enemy will 
sustain ; and England submits to these losses 
for an interest which.the English nation has 
always disowned. It has. always considered 
Hanover as a foreign property, solely be- 
longing to the House of Brunswick.. How 
happens it, that. it has so suddenly 
changed. its -principles: in .this — respect : 

——It appears, that M. Schimimel}penninck, 
the Grand Pensionary of Holland, bas eo- 
tirely lost his sight. Who isto be his suc- 
cessor? What effect will be produced by this 
change in. the magistracy.? These questions 
excite the. attention and anxiety of all the 
Dutch, who are sincerely attached . to 
the country. It is well known, that the 
Emperor never gave any pasitive sanction te 
the late changes in the constitution of that 
country ;. aud that he said, on that occasion, 
that. the prosperity ard liberty. of nayons 
could only:be assured-by two.anodes. of £0 
‘Vermment} either “a tempered and consute 
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tional monarchy ; or arepublic, constituted 
according to the theory of liberty,.and which 
wilt be the.true organ. ofthe public-wil” All 
{tions gagnet, with safety, leave to the peo- 
pie the choice of their, representatives; and 
when a nation hag te apprebend the efiects of 
assembling the people ;. when the adyantazes 
wliich it expects ‘are Jess, fhan the jnconve- 
niencies Which.it. foresees ;,suck a nation, 
which canbor find pretection under a repub- 
Heay fora of government, bas recourse ta the 
criicibles ef a ceod and,prudent monarch. 
Und r thé present constitytien of Holand, 
the Grand. Pensionary has. more. power than 
the Kiag has in England : he has even snore 


‘than the Emperor Jhas in, Krance ; or, than 


any Sovereign, has. in any coumry ; and, 
whatis without éxquaple ina republic, het 
high michtinesses, or the representatives and 


legis {tive bodies, .bave, been nominated by 
the Grand Pensionary.. Lhe defect of this 


Pra Ti Se) APE SS Tope 
coustitnhon camot escape {ne ooscryatiorr al 


wer) ee . * pany . vey} } ' 
the sagucions:’, Vhey cangot be called ase 


} 


' public, where the representative and Jegisla- 


tive bodies are not nominated’ hy the elec- 
tors; andit there bé any fear of the electors, 
it will be best to renounce» at once the re- 
publican forni of “government. A govern+ 
nent, whith neither having the advantages 
of a republic, ner'a monarchy, combines ail 
the incOnveniengies cf both, shenld not be 
absolutely proscribed. Such being the si{ta- 
tion of Hollant, she ynust-be a gainer by any 
change that she must make im her canstitu- 
tion. Ifthe Jandhelders, the merchants, the 
enlightened, meh, are of .opmion that they 
can have a representation made by the ghoice 
gf the people without distinction ot classes 
or religion, they will create.a systeimranuch 
more proper than the present one. .}f that 
be not their Opinion, aud that theythink it 
hecessary tO have recourse to a constitution- 
al inoparchy, they. will do that which will be 
more advaniageeus.to their country than the 
preservation of their ewisting  censtitution 
cin be. Jtis their duty to examine their si- 
tiation, ‘to. judge of the circumstances-in 
which they are placed, and to choase be- 
tween the two. systems that which is best 
suited to them, and the most likely to esta- 
lish, ona solid foundation, the public pros- 
perity and liberty. —Bavaria had taken pos- 
session Of the Margraviate of Anspach, and 
has ceded to France the Duchy of Berg 
which, united with that of Cleves, is settled 
upon Pringe Joachim, the Grand Admiral of 
the Empire. Wesel is a strong fortress on 
cur frontiers. The Duchy of Cleves: gives 
us an advantageous point of contact with 
Holland; apd France, forthe tuture will 
only find op the right hank of the Rhine, 


~ , se 
a od ™ * * ‘ eo "o , * 


princes who are allied by blood to the Impe- 
rial Family ——Generai Oudinot has..tadeew 
possession of the counties of Neufchatel and 
‘Valengin. He found those countries lojded 
awwith English merghindize; vheaped there by 
the merchants of Switzerland, and principal» 
ly by those of Basle. Of these the Frenéh 
arroy-badl taken’ to the amount of miany mil- 
| ions ; all -the banks of the Lake of Neufcha- 
| tol were covered with Englishamannfacturés. 
| ‘Lhis eircymstance justifies: all’the prohi- 
bitory measures Which may be. taken witla 
| regard to Switzenland. ‘That country is dit- 
| tleunores at’ this moment, than a-warehouse 
| for English goods, ‘When it shall be clear- 
|} cdot these manutactures,-we shall perhaps 
have the means of giving anew check ‘to 
our eveny: lett possible that the Landam- 
Maa was. aét-strack with the danger: to 
which be exposed the country? Who wil 
| protect Basle tronur a visit fram the French 
| anyy? Does this magistrate, who sces smig- 
| ging carried en by wholesale under his eyts, 
| suppose that hé:is not fespensible? Tf the 
| French consider. these depots of prohibited 
L eoods so publicly-made; and to sueh great 
extemt, a real act of hostility ; if the French 
government multiplies prohibitory Jaws kp- 
+ tween Switzerland, France, and: Italy, wil 
not the Landamman' be the’cause offit ?, Ane 
will not all- the comphints that The bwys 
may make be-nnjust ‘and il-foundéd? Dal- 
| matia is occupied by the French army. “Ve 
| is separated ‘from the month,of the Catare 
| by the repubhw of Ragusa: the country ‘is 
| auountainous, “and the toads are bad. Phe 

rench troops hed arrived at Ragusa, when 
| the fort ot Castel Nuovo was delivered te 
360 Russians by General Brady, whe com- 





manded 2060 Austrians. This general, 
| whose ancestors were English, has been 
| wanting in respect to France, and has be- 
trayed his master. Upon receiving this if- 
formation, Marshal Berthier gave orders that 
Brauneu, which defends the frontiers of the 
Jnon, and which was to have been given up 
on the Ist of April, should not be restored, 
aud that it should beagain warrisoned, The 
division of the grand army, which was on its 
way to Pranee, has halted, The prisoners’ of 
war, that-were to have becn sent back to 
Germany, bave heen detained, until further 
orders, in the places at which they were.<- 
This outrage offered’ by Russia to the Aus- 
trian flag.and arms, is the mofe inconeeive- 
able, because the: Russians are at Carfu, 
draw their provisions fram the ports of 
Trieste and Fiume, a free communication with 
which has not been prohibited, The Cott 
of. Vienna has ordered, that Genetal Bratiy 
should be. arrested end tied. Ir has ca 
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pressed its dissatisfaction to Russia. It will 
cause Castel Nuovo,. and the mouths of the 
Cataro, to be delivered up to France, with- 
out having occasion to reply, by arms, to 
this act of hostility —The Russians have 
evacuated Hanover, and returned home. 
The army which the Emperor Alexander 
eommanded has also returned to Russia. 
After all the losses which it sustained, it is 
very natural that it should repair them by 
recruiting. A part of the troops, which 
were at Corfu, have returned to the Bospho- 
rus with General Lascy. A considerable 
part of those that were in Poland, are march- 
ing towards Choczim and the Crimea. The 
illusion, with respect to the Russian armies, 
isno more. The French army which, in 
two months, dissipated the third coalition, 
was then only on the peace establishment : 
at the end of the three months, which have 
since elapsed, it finds itself on the war esta- 
blishment. It has nothing to fear from all 
the forces of Europe; but no person will be 
able to form a fourth coalition. England 
knows full well, that it would be money 
thrown away. She reflects with terror, that 
the first coalition, which lasted five years, 
made France mistress of Holland, Belgium, 
the Rhine, and all the Cisalpine country ; 
that the second cvalition, which only lasted 
two years, gave to France Piedmont and 
Switzerland; that the third, which only 
lasted three months, gave her Venice, Na- 
ples, and Genoa; that the least she could 
expect from a fourth coalition, would be 
Trieste and Fiume, and the eternal exclu- 
sion of: the English from all the ports of Eu- 
rope. Russia, recovered from the vain il- 
Jusion by which she was deceived, well 
knows what thirty millions of people, scat- 
tered over an immense territory, and under 
the necessity of opposing the Persians, Turks, 
and Tartars, can do against forty millions of 
Frenchmen united on the same platform, 
brave, active and intelligent, and more ca- 
pable on Russia, than the Russians 
are of conquering France.—English, Russian, 
and Sardinian Envoys, anda knot of mal- 
contents from all the countries in the world, 
had fixed on Rome as the center of their 
machinations. The Emperor required that 
they should be driven from thence; 
and that asovereign, placed in his empire, 


should do nothing contrary to the safety of 


the armies of Naples and Italy. The first 
care of an army should always be, not to 
allow itself to be surrounded, either by spies 
or those who encourage desertion. ‘This de- 





ee ee ee oe 
Se ee 





' Ottomans. 





POLITICAL REGISTER.—French Exposé. (768 


mand gave rise to many consistories, when 
the persons who were the objects of it did 


| Justice to themselves, and all evacuated 


Rome.— The kingdom of Naples is entirely 
conquered. The French troops are at Reg. 
gio, at Otranto, and at Taranto. Only a 
smail body of the Neapolitan troops could 
embark and reach Sicily. That island is 
defended by 4,500 English. The presence 
of such enemies is an additional inducement 
for the French to go there. Gaeta, an in- 
significant fortress, with a garrison of 1,600 
men, is besieged.—The victory of Austerlitz 


_ has produced as much sensation at Constan- 


tineple as at Paris. The exultation there was 
sincere and universal. The government of 
the Porte is neither ignorant nor sold. There 
may, at Constantinople, be some traitors, 
but they are not numerous; whilst, on the 
contrary, the multiplied measures of Russia 
for sapping the foundation of this vast em- 
pire, has not escaped the notice of the real 
They are not ignorant that the 
protection of France can alone be sufficient 
for the Porte; and that France is the only 
power interested in protecting her. The vi- 
cinity of the French, in Dalmatia, has in- 
spired them with the liveliest joy. The 
Emperor Napoleon has been acknowledged 
Emperor, The Porte knows very well, that 
its treaty witly Russia was extorted ; and that 
it is rather a treaty between a despotic prince 
and his vassal, than between Sovereign and 
Sovereign ; that it is not the French who 
have excited the Greeks and Servians to tn- 
surrection ; whose ships of war are anchored 
before Constantinople; and who are con- 
tinually creating commotions in the Mores. 
This new attitude of the Porte has produced 
much uneasiness at St. Petersburgh ; and if 
the Porte shall be roused to acts of energy 
against Russia, there will not be found, be- 
tween those two powers, the great difference 
that may be supposed. .'The Mussulman 15 
brave ; and were he directed and assisted, he 
would triumph over the Muscoyite militia. 
It is not probable that the Porte will wish to 
go to war; but she hasa right to preserve 
her independence, and to wish for protec- 
tion against the insults of Mr. Italinsky, 
every proceeding of whom, when he com- 
municates with the Divan, is only calculated 
to excite hatred-and inignation.” [We intend 
to collect inthis way, every month, infor 
mation of what is passing ; sud to throw 
some light into the labyrinth of false gia 
by which the lawful speculations of fair 3! 
honest merchants may be injured.) 
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